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CONCERN OVER 
SHARP RISE IN 
SYPHILIS CASES 


A SUDDEN rise in the 
number of people diagnosed 
with syphilis has prompted 
NHS bosses to issue a sexu¬ 
al health warning. 

The advice comes after five posi¬ 
tive cases were diagnosed at 
Medway Maritime Hospital in the 
past four weeks. 

Just eight cases were diagnosed at 
the hospital in the whole of last year. 

Dr Chula Wijesurendra, consultant 
in GU/HIV medicine, urged residents 
to consider the consequences before 
having unprotected sex. 


■ BY SIMON ROBINSON 


He said: “In 2010 we diagnosed 
eight cases. In the last four weeks 
alone, we’ve seen five cases and we’re 
quite concerned about this unexpect¬ 
ed rise. 

“The symptoms of syphilis can be 
mild and as they often go away of 
their own accord it’s easy to dismiss 
them and not seek the treatment you 
need. This means you could have the 
infection for years and pass it on to 
your partners without knowing 
you’ve got it. 

“If you’ve had unprotected sex 


and have experienced any of the 
symptoms, it’s important you go to 
your nearest GUM clinic and get 
tested as soon as possible. 

“It’s easily treatable with antibi¬ 
otics. 

“You can reduce your risk of catch¬ 
ing the infection by using a condom 
during sex and a dental dam when 
having oral sex. 

“Practicing safe sex will not only 
help protect you against syphilis but 
other sexually transmitted infections 
as well.” 

Syphilis is a bacterial infection 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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IT'S NICE TO BE SELFISH, 
SAYS SINGLE GIRL KELLY 


Glamour girl Kelly Brook has revealed she found single life hard when she 
first split from Danny Cipriani last June. 

The 31-year-old admitted that it took her a while to get used to her single 
status after ditching the England rugby union star, but said that she even¬ 
tually found her feet. 

She told celebrity magazine More: "Being single hit me hard at the begin¬ 
ning, but now I'm actually really enjoying it. I quite like my freedom and 
not answering to anyone. It's nice to be a bit selfish." 

The model, actress and TV presenter, who was bought up in Rochester, 
has recently been linked with Glee star Matthew Morrison and British 
comedian Jack Whitehall. 

She said that she would like to settle down in the future. 

"I'm getting old, I've got to think about my future and security," she said. 
"A person would win me over with spontaneity, excitement, adventure, and 
lots of nice gifts." 
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Do You Have 
Property Problems? 

We Have The Solution! 

Sell Your House Fast For Cash NOW!! 

Can pay FULL price or MORE 

Had enough of the pressure from banks 
and loan companies? 

Want a fresh start from debt or 
relationship break-up? 

Negative equity no problem 



Stop repossessions and get a fast 
guaranteed sale now! 

Discuss your options confidentially with a 
friendly and helpful person you can trust 

Get a newly refurbished home and rent payment options 


a local property buyer 

Please Call or Text 

Senan on 

07909 
70 33 88 


Pupils hit the marks again 
with best-ever GCSE results 



MARKED IMPROVEMENT: Medway pupils have posted improved results for the sixth year in a row 


■ BY SIMON ROBINSON 


MORE than three quarters of 
all Medway pupils hit a key 
exam marker in the towns’ 
best-ever GCSE results. 

In the tests, taken last summer, 77 
per cent of the year group reached the 
target of five A* to C grades. 

This statistic is up six per cent on 
the previous year and marks the sixth 
year in a row that Medway has posted 
improved results. 

The record-breaking percentage is 
also up on the national average of 75 
per cent. 

Medway’s schools also beat the 
national average for the number of 
students achieving five or more GCSE 
(or equivalent) grades at A* to C 
including English and Mathematics. 

At 53.6 per cent, the results are up on 
the national average of 53.4 per cent 
and two per cent higher than last year’s 
average for Medway of 51.7 per cent. 

In addition, Medway’s schools con¬ 
tinue to do better in the number of 
students achieving five or more 
GCSE (or equivalent) passes at A* to 
G grades. 

Exceptional 

At 95.3 per cent, this beats 
Medway’s result of 94.1 per cent last 
year and is higher than the regional 
average across the South East of 94 
per cent. 

Medway council children’s services 
boss, Les Wicks, said: ‘We have seen 
exceptional results across the board 
this year and I would like to congratu¬ 
late all the young people and teaching 
staff who have worked so hard. 

“I am confident all of Medway’s 
schools will continue to go from 
strength to strength and we are work¬ 
ing to ensure schools are achieving 
above the National Challenge level 
and we are securing the best possible 
outcomes for our pupils.” 


Medway’s post - 16 results are also 
the best ever Medway has seen, and 
have improved for the fourth year in a 
row. Overall achievement is measured 
by a points system, which gives more 
points for higher grades. 

On the measure of the average total 
points scored by each student, 
Medway’s performance has improved 
significantly this year, with an 
increase of 35 points from last year. 

This took Medway’s average points 
per student to 733.2, higher than the 
national average of 726. 

Children and adult services director 
Rose Collinson said: “Overall at Key 
Stage 4 and Post-16 these tables rep¬ 
resent very good news for Medway’s 
students and schools. Our young peo¬ 
ple are staying on and, increasingly, 
succeeding in learning. 

“Our schools have a strong record of 
improvement and I am confident that 
we will reach the government target 
of having no Medway school below the 
National Challenge level by 2011. 

We are also working increasingly 
closely with local universities, 
MidKent College and local training 
providers to ensure that our young 
people can continue their success into 
higher and further education and 
develop the skills they need for 


employment in an increasingly com¬ 
petitive world.” 

Six Medway schools saw nine out of 
ten pupils gaining five or more GCSE 
or equivalent A* to C grades including 
English and Mathematics. 

These are Chatham Grammar 
School for Boys (97 per cent), 
Chatham Grammar School for Girls 
(98 per cent), Fort Pitt Grammar 
School (99 per cent), Rainham Mark 
Grammar School (98 per cent), 
Rochester Grammar School and Sir 
Joseph Williamsons Mathematical 
School (both 99 per cent). 

The Howard School was the most 
improving school this year, with an 
increase of 10 per cent on last year to 
53 per cent of pupils achieving five or 
more GCSE A* to C or equivalent 
including English and Mathematics. 

Gad’s Hill School was ranked as the 
top-performing independent school in 
the country. 

The Higham school’s A* GCSE 
results were also the eighth best 
recorded by any school in the countiy. 

Headmaster David Craggs said “ I 
am obviously delighted to see our 
pupils and staff have achieved this 
wonderful result and justifiably are 
recognised as one of the top perform¬ 
ing schools in the country.” 


Academy students opt to spend 
longer in class in bid to improve 


PUPILS at the Strood Academy were 
given a chance to have a say in how 
their school was run - and opted to 
have longer lessons. 

The 1,370-pupil academy opened 
its doors for the first time in 
September 2009 and pupils had five 
one-hour lessons every day. 

But when asked what they wanted 
the answer was more. 

“It wasn’t long enough for the 
range of activities the children want¬ 
ed in their lessons,” says Richard 
Hart, the school’s headteacher. 

“For instance, they couldn’t finish 
their practical activities in science. 
As a consequence of listening to what 
they had to say in our first year, we 
switched to four lessons of a longer 
duration and now they can finish 
things like that.” 

The academy, jointly sponsored by 
Medway Council and the University 
of the Creative Arts came following a 
merger between two single-sex com¬ 


prehensive schools, Chapter Girls’ 
School and Temple Boys’ school. 

Both were on the Government’s 
“national challenge” hit list of schools 
that had failed to get 30 per cent of 
their pupils to obtain five A* to C 
grade passes including in maths and 
English. 

Four years ago, Temple was at the 
very bottom of the league tables with 
just two per cent of its pupils obtain¬ 
ing the benchmark. But since then 
things have improved massively. 

A rise in GCSE passes has led to an 
increase in the number of youngsters 
now staying on into the sixth-form. 

Previously, Temple Boys’ School did 
not have a sixth form while Chapter 
Girls’ School enrolled around 170 
pupils, operating a mixed sixth-form. 
Now the figure has increased to 240. 

“That’s a real success story,” said 
Mr Hart. “Part of this is down to the 
qualifications they now gain at 
GCSE. Also, there are so few oppor¬ 


tunities on the jobs market for 16- 
year-olds.” 

Also the link with the University of 
the Creative Arts has meant the 
pupils benefit. 

‘University students come and work 
with our students,” said Mr Hart. 
“They do model-making classes with 
architectural students and fashion 
students from Rochester have also 
come here to work with our pupils.” 

The brightest youngsters from the 
school’s first year also get the chance 
to go to the university campus and 
get a taste of life in higher education. 

“This is especially useful for young¬ 
sters whose parents might not have 
traditionally aspired for them to go to 
university,” said Mr Hart. 

“Every six weeks we get the data 
and where the children are not mak¬ 
ing much progress against their 
learning targets, we can intervene. 

“We can intervene very quickly 
when things go wrong.” 
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Restoration bid to stop 
the rot on HMS Victory 



FLAGSHIP: HMS Victory, pictured in dry dock in Portsmouth, is in need of restoration to safeguard its future 


■ BY JILL HURST AND NICK AMES 


THE most famous ship ever built in 
Chatham is riddled with rot and 
being pulled apart by its own 
weight. 

Britain’s most celebrated warship, HMS 
Victory, survived the onslaught of the combined 
French and Spanish navies at the Battle of 
Trafalgar. 

But the flagship of Lord Horatio Nelson, now 
faces a new battle. 

The 245-year-old ship is leaking, rotten and 
gradually falling apart, according to mainte¬ 
nance documents and a structural survey. 

Much-needed repairs have not been carried out 
and previous renovation work may have even 
damaged the HMS Victory’s structural integrity. 

The reports have been compiled in recent 
months following surveys of the vessel. 

It states the ship-of-the-line is being slowly 
damaged as it is not adequately supported by 
the cradle built for it in Portsmouth’s naval 
dockyard. 

As a result vast brackets which hold the sides 
of the ship to the beams which give the vessel 
its internal framework are working loose and 
gaps are now visible between the joints and the 
sides or the beams. 

Some joints are no longer attached to the hull 
at all. 

The survey also found that some bolts used to 
hold the ship’s wooden hull in place were 
removed during previous restoration work 
and revealed widespread problems with rain 
water entering the vessel, leading to extensive 
wood rot. 

There are even reports of water leaking into 
the cabin used by Thomas Hardy, who cap¬ 


tained the ship at the Battle of Trafalgar and 
was with Lord Nelson as he died on board 
from wounds inflicted in the fighting by a 
French sharpshooter, firing from the rigging of 
the Redoutable. 

The maintenance problems facing the ship 
have emerged as the Government is looking to 
cut the costs of running it. 

Although more than 350,000 people visit the 
ship every year, HMS Victory remains a serving 
warship and its basic £1.5 million a year 
maintenance costs are paid for out of the 
defence budget. 

Admiral the Lord Boyce, a former First Sea 
Lord and chief of the defence staff who is also 
Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, said: “The 
important thing is that HMS Victory remains. 

“She is absolutely iconic, a living, visible 


memory of Pax Britannica and how this coun¬ 
try gained its great wealth through its mar¬ 
itime trade, as a result of the ruling of the 
waves by the Royal Navy. It absolutely captures 
that place in our history.” 

The vessel was launched in 1765 and enjoyed 
its finest hour in 1805, at the Battle of 
Trafalgar, which ushered in more than a 
century of British supremacy at sea. 

It was later used as a depot and a training 
vessel before being placed in a dry dock for her 
preservation following a campaign in the 
1920s - receiving bomb damage during a 
Luftwaffe raid in 1941. 

An MoD spokesman said: “There is an ongo¬ 
ing programme of repair and investment to 
ensure that this iconic vessel is preserved for 
future generations.” 



END OF SERVICE: Type 22 frigate, HMS Chatham 


Sailors to parade as 
town gets chance to 
bid frigate farewell 

ROYAL Navy sailors will march through 
the streets of Chatham to mark the 
retirement of the warship HMS 
Chatham from active service. 

The Strategic Defence and Security 
Review revealed the frigate would be 
withdrawn from service and the ship’s 
company will be joined by the Band of 
the Royal Marines for a parade through 
the town on Saturday, February 12. 

In March 2003 the ship’s motto of Up and 
At ‘Em - a former chant of rugby teams in 
Medway - became the first British warship 
to fire its guns in anger as part of Operation 
Telic, when she engaged targets on the 
Al-Faw Peninsula of southern Iraq. 
Approximately 60 rounds were fired at tar¬ 
gets from her 4.5 inch gun. 

HMS Chatham, a Type 22 frigate, 
has also served in Hong Kong as an 
escort to the Royal Yacht Britannia and 
in operations off Sierra Leone. 

An MoD spokesman said: “It’s just 
three months since the ship’s visit on 
Remembrance Day when thousands of 
came to visit her, reflecting the Medway 
towns’ long and happy affection for the 
Royal Navy. 

“Despite the town’s naval connections 
stretching back hundreds of years, this 
could be last time the Royal Navy will 
parade through the streets of Chatham. 

“It’s hoped as many people as possible 
will be out to give the ship’s company a 
farewell that will be long remembered.” 



STD: Syphilis bacteria under a microscope 

If you think you 
have been at 
risk-get tested 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 

which is usually passed on through 
sexual contact with someone who is 
already infected. Syphilis occurs in 
three stages - during stage one 
(primary), highly infectious but 
painless sores appear on the geni¬ 
tals or around the mouth and anus 
lasting for between two to six 
weeks before disappearing. 

In stage two (secondary), a skin 
rash and sore throat can appear 
and usually disappear within a 
few weeks. At this point, the infec¬ 
tion enters a ‘latent’ or hidden 
phase during which symptoms 
completely disappear for years. 

Stage three (tertiary) is the 
most serious and can cause seri¬ 
ous damage to the body. 

Medway Maritime Hospital’s 
Genito Urinary Medicine depart¬ 
ment runs a walk-in service. No 
appointment is necessary. It is 
located on level three, green zone, 
and is open between 9am and 4pm. 

If you think you have been at 
risk - get tested. 


Art lovers' chance to get 
teeth into Childish works 


A NEW exhibition of work by Medway 
poet, writer, artist and musician Billy 
Childish is being staged in London. 

Childish has been described as 
among the most outstanding figures on 
the British art scene, while former Poet 
Laureate, Andrew Motion, once said: 
“He looks like he’s having more fun 
being a poet than I am.” 

This new show sees the launch of his 
latest collection of poetiy, alongside a 
collection of some of his other works on 
paper. 

These include a limited edition 
artist’s book with an extract from his 
forthcoming novel God Sends Nuts 
To People Without Teeth or The 
Stonesmason, and a new series of 
charcoal and chalk drawings. 

It is on at the L13 Light Industrial 
Workshop - a showcase for art and 
new wriitngs in Clerkenwell. 

Inspirations include spotted elk - 
the subject of an infamous photograph 
taken after the massacre of Native 
Americans by US troops at Wounded 
Knee. 

Childish left secondary education in 
Chatham at 16 an undiagnosed dyslex¬ 
ic before being refused an interview at 
the local art school. 

He entered the Naval Dockyard at 
Chatham as an apprentice stonema¬ 
son. During the following six months 
he produced some 600 drawings in 
what he called “the tea huts of hell”. 



SHOWCASE: Billy Childish will display poetry 
and new drawings in Clerkenwell exhibition 


On the basis of this work he was 
accepted into St Martin’s School of 
Art to study painting but he refused 
to paint in the college, preferring to do 
so at home. 

He was expelled for this and other 
rebellious behaviour before completing 
the course, but has created a huge body 
of work. 

Childish has recently had exhibitions 
of his paintings in Berlin, at the 
Neugerriemschneider, the ICA in 
London, New York’s White Columns 
and Art Basel, in Switzerland. All 
received both critical and commercial 
success. 


VILLAGE Health & Fitness Maidstone 



Facilities Includes:- 

• 25 Metre Swimming Pool • Over 70 classes a week 

• Luxurious Whirlpool Spa including ZUMBA! 

• 5000 sq ft Gym • Healthy lifestyle activities and clubs 

• Sauna & Steam Room • Family membership available 


Call 01622 656941 for more information 

VILLAGE Hotel Maidstone 

Castle View, Forstal Road, Sandling, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 3AQ 

www.village-hotels.co.uk 

terms and conditions apply 
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VILLAGE 
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Corinth Canal, Greek Isles & Istanbul 

Escorted Rail-Cruise - afternoon departure from London 


Escorted Rail-Cruise - afternoon departure from London 


Departures: May 5 June 14, September 2 & October 2,2011 


Departures: March 12 & November 12, 2011 


PORTS OF CALL: 

• Embark France - Marseilles • Italy - Genoa • Greece - 
Katakolon, Santorini, Mykonos, Piraeus & Corinth Canal 

• Turkey - Istanbul • Sicily - Messina • Disembark Marseilles 
INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Champagne Check-in at London St Pancras 

• Daytime rail travel: London-Marseille- 

London 12 DAYS 

• Overnight stay in Lille or Paris pork a a 

outbound rKOM 

• 10 night Full Board cruise on the 
Louis Coral 

• All transfers abroad 

• Full ABTA financial protection 


PORTS OF CALL: 

• Embark France - Marseilles • Malta - Valletta • Egypt - 
Alexandria & Port Said • Israel - Ashdod • Cyprus - 
Limassol • Crete - Heraklion • Italy - Naples & Genoa 

• Disembark in Marseilles 
INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout 

• Champagne Check-in at London St Pancras 

• Daytime rail travel: London- 

Marseille-London f)A yc 

• Overnight stay in Lille or Paris cd/C * ^ 

outbound FROM 

• 12 night Full Board cruise on f 

the Louis Majesty ^ j 

• All transfers abroad Quote M E-Knc 

• Full ABTA financial protection 



Escorted Rail-Cruise - afternoon departure from London 


Pisa’s Luminara di San Ranieri, Tuscany & the Riviera of Flowers 

Escorted Holiday by Rail - afternoon departure from London 


Departs May 16 & September 19,2011 

Join us for a journey of discovery to the most beautiful 
region of Italy with an enchanting landscape and historic 
towns. 

ITINERARY/INCLUDED: 

• Champagne check-in at London St Pancras • Escorted 
throughout • Afternoon departure on Eurostar to Paris or 
Lille • 1 night hotel B&B in Paris or Lille • TGV rail travel to 
Nice • 7 nights in Marina di Pietrasanta, Italy, at Hotel Villa 
Ombrosa with 7 buffet breakfasts & 7 dinners with free wine 
& water PLUS Free tea/coffee daily, PLUS 
nightly Free Bar • Included excursions 
take in Lucca, Pisa, Florence, *0 DAYS \ 
Portovenere (pictured) & San SEMI ALL-INCLUSIVE\ 
Gimignano • Travel home on overnight ) 

train, Florence to Paris, in 2-berth cabin, £ *U99pp J 
then Eurostar to London • All transfers Quote TC5/ - 
abroad 

i - ^ 



Departs June 14,2011 

Come with us to the magical city of Pisa which has far more to offer than the leaning tower. In June the 
Luminara di San Ranieri creates a breathtaking spectacle of light with 1000s of candles lighting the River 
Arno, riversidxe buildings and bridges. 



ITINERARY/INCLUDED: 

• Champagne Check-in at St Pancras • Escorted throughout 

• Afternoon departure on Eurostar to Paris 

• 1 night hotel B&B in Paris • TGV train travel to Nice • 3 
nights at the Hotel Arnolfo in Montecatini and 6 nights at 
the Garden Hotel in Alassio • 9 breakfasts • 9 dinners 

• 2-hour Guided tour of Florence 

• Included excursions in Italy: take in 
Pisa, Florence, Santa Margherita, 

Portofino, Cervo & Diano Marina: in 
France: Monaco, St Paul de Vence & 

Antibes • Return rail travel to London 

• All transfers abroad 


II DAYS 

£1099pp i 

Quote AT6-KOS. 


Black Forest & Alsace Wine Route 

Escorted Holiday by Rail - morning departure from London 



Departs June 20,2011 

This magical holiday combines the romance of inter¬ 
national rail travel with dramatic scenery and warm 
hospitality in a rolling landscape with serene lakes, 
pretty villages and ancient vineyards. 
ITINERARY/INCLUDED: 

• Escorted throughout • Morning departure on Eurostar 
to Paris or Lille • TGV train travel from Paris or Lille to 
Strasbourg • 6 nights at the 3-star Hotel Baren-Stube, 
Oberharmersbach, with 6 breakfasts and 
6 dinners • Excursions take in 
Frieburg, the Triberg Falls, Lake 
Titisee, Strasbourg & the Alsace 
Wine Route • Rail travel from 
Strasbourg to London • All transfers Quote BB6-K0S 
abroad 


7 DAYS 

£789p p 


Menton Lemon Festival & Nice Carnival 

Escorted Holiday by Rail - afternoon departure from London 



Departs February 20,2011 

Join us for a colourful break on the French and Italian 
Rivieras including visits to Menton Lemon Festival Garden 
of Lights and Nice Carnival Flower Parade. Enjoy Free 
Drinks every night at the hotel in Diano Marina and return 
rail travel between London and Nice, south of France. 
INCLUDED: 


• Champagne check-in at London St Pancras • Escorted 
throughout • Afternoon departure on Eurostar to Lille 

• 1 night hotel B&B in Lille • TGV rail travel to Nice 

• 4 nights in Diano Marina at the Piccolo 
Hotel with 4 buffet breakfasts & 4 dinners 
with free wine & water PLUS Free 
tea/coffee daily, PLUS nightly Free bar - 
house wine/beers/spirits 6pm to 
12midnight • Included excursions • Return 
rail travel to London • All transfers abroad 



Warner Bembridge Coast Hotel, Isle of Wight - Over 50s only 


Mamma Mia Party 

Warner Bodelwyddan Castle, North Wales - Over 50s only 



Friday, February 25,2011 


Join us for a party where the name of the game is fun. We’re 
rekindling the 70s & 80s when Abba’s songs were on 
everyone’s lips. 


PRICE INCLUDES: FREE drinks from 3.30pm to 11pm Friday, 12noon 
to 11pm Saturday & Sunday. Includes house beers & spirits, house 
wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers, 
tea & coffee • Dinners & Breakfasts • 

Mamma Mia movie screening • Abba 
Tribute Band • Variety entertainment • En- 
suite Ambassador room with TV, tea/cof¬ 
fee tray - upgrades available • Leisure facili¬ 
ties: Indoor pool & sauna • Return Car Ferry 


SELF-DRIVE 
3 NIGHTS 
DRINKS-INCLUSIVE I 

£239pp 

Quote / 
MW2-KOS S 



Friday, March 25,2011 

Join us for a unique Mamma Mia Party - for over 50s 
only - in beautiful North Wales. Warner’s 
Bodelwyddan Castle Hotel will resound to the sights 
and sounds of Abba. Enjoy free drinks and nightly 
entertainment including a screening of Mamma Mia 
the Movie and an Abba tribute act. 




Call 


for bookings and information 


Holidays offered by CM Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL • Open: 9am to 5.30pm weekdays; 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays • Email: info@gnholidays.com • www.gnholidays.com 
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Man forged estranged wife's name to set 
up home with new partner, court told 


A FRAUDSTER who used his new 
partner in place of his estranged 
wife in a bid to get his hands on a 
£12,000 loan has been sentenced. 

Scheming David Green, of Danson Drive, Hoo 
Marina Park, took the woman to council offices 
and even handed in a photo of her as proof of 
identity. 

The 58-year-old also twice forged the signa¬ 
ture of his ex - Josephine Green - without her 
permission. 

His scam was rumbled when a housing official 
saw the passport picture and realised the claim 
was bogus. 

Green was sentenced at Medway Magistrates 
Court last Tuesday after admitting forging the sig¬ 
nature of his former wife to obtain an emergency 
grant and a further loan to refurbish their one-time 
marital home at Jasper Avenue, Rochester. 

Jonathan Male, prosecuting, said Green 


■ BY SIMON ROBINSON 


forged his estranged wife’s name on two applica¬ 
tion forms - one for an emergency grant to fix 
his heating; the other for a loan to fund further 
home improvements. 

The attempted fraud would have cost the 
council a toted of £11,812. 

Ironically, had he signed the loan application 
himself he would have had his heating installed 
and not committed any crime as only one signa¬ 
ture was required. 

Robert Weston, defence solicitor for Green, 
said he had acted out of desperation after failing 
to make contact with his former partner, whose 
name remained on the deeds of their house. 

Green also admitted falsely claiming council 
tax benefit and a single person discount on his 
council tax when he failed to notify Medway 
council his new partner had moved in. 


This charge stretches back to November 2006 
when Medway Council received an application 
for a discount on his council tax stating he was 
the only adult living at 25 Jasper Avenue. 

His new partner had in fact lived there for the 
previous three years. This led to an overpay¬ 
ment of £1,632.90. 

Mr Weston said Green had not deliberately 
set out to mislead the council about his benefits 
claims, as his new partner lived part of the week 
at her mother’s home in London. 

Magistrates sentenced Green to a Community 
Order for 12 months, with a requirement to 
perform 80 hours of unpaid work. He was also 
ordered to pay costs to the council of £200. 

Medway council finance boss, Alan Jarrett, said: 
‘We are determined to stop people defrauding the 
tax payers of Medway. 

“What David Green did was dishonest and I 
applaud the council’s benefits investigation 
team and the DWP for bringing him to justice.” 


Can docltyard's past 
still be felt today? 

TWO NEW ghost walks are set to be 
staged at Chatham Historic Dockyard 
from next month. 

They are connect¬ 
ed with two histori¬ 
cal stories relating 
to the Smitheiy. 

In 1866 a steam 
boiler exploded, 

killing two men and 
injuring others. In 

1940 a lone 

German aircraft 
attacked Chatham 
and dropped a 
bomb on the 

north end of the 
smithery building. 

Three men were 
killed outright and a further two died 
later from their wounds. 

A dockyard spokesman said: “Can the 
blast from these explosions be felt today? 
Do the spirits of these men live on in No.l 
Smitheiy today? Is it haunted? 

“Be prepared for the hairs on the back 
of your neck to stand on end and a chill 
to go down your spine.” 



CHILLS AND SPILLS: 

Tours of Smithery No.l 



J00LS TO JAZZ UP DUBAI 


Musician and TV personality Jools Holland is set to perform at the forthcoming 2011 Dubai 
International Jazz Festival which starts tomorrow. 

The music event runs until February 18 and will feature some of the world's leading names in 
music. It is expected that the festival will boost the number of fans taking flights to the oil rich 
Middle Eastern state over the next few weeks. 

As well as Jools Holland and his Rhythm and Blues Orchestra, Macy Gray, Alison Moyet, Joshua 
Radin and Mica Paris are also heading to Dubai to perform. 

The first Dubai International Jazz Festival was held in 2003 and has developed into a popular event. 
Jools - who lives in Cooling Castle - is also set to open a jazz and blues club in Bristol. 


Grain terminal part of a 'virtual pipeline' 


THE Isle of Grain shipping terminal is 
growing in importance as a way into the 
country for vital energy supplies with an 
increase in the number of massive vessels 
using the port. 

Last week the massive liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) tanker British Sapphire docked 
at the terminal, which is the largest in the 
world outside Japan and South Korea. 

Experts at the National Grid say the 
terminal now forms part of a growing “virtu¬ 
al pipeline” which can ship supplies around 
the globe tow here they are most needed. 

And a growing number of energy suppliers 
are looking at Grain as a port for the UK. 

During the recent cold spell a record quar¬ 


ter of all gas used in the UK came from liq¬ 
uefied supplies. And the £1 billion terminal 
was key to the supplies as it can deal with 
9.8 million metric tonnes a year. 

The supercooled liquid gas is processed on 
shore to return to its natural state when it 
enters the pipelines. 

The recently expanded terminal can accom¬ 
modate five of the supertankers each week. 

Major customers are ships sailing from 
Qatar and Algeria, as well as those taking 
supplies from Russia via Norwegian ports. 

The National Grid estimates as supplies 
from the North Sea run out, the UK will have 
to import 70 per cent of its gas from abroad, 
with two thirds coming from LNG. 
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WE WILL FLOOR YOU WITH OUR PRICES 





For your Carpets, Laminates 
& Wood Flooring 

» 

For beautiful floors throughout your home, Avalone offer peace 
of mind with a dedicated team of fitters and impartial advice on 
what best suits your home. Shop in the comfort of your own 
home and we'll bring samples to you. 

• Laminate • Engineered Wood 
• Karndean & Amtico • Vinyl • Carpets 


New Years Special Offers 3 Strip Engineered Oak Flooring £15 per metre 
whilst stocks last. Free underlay on all carpets over £250 


We will beat any like for like quotation 


Avalone Floorincj Limited For a FREE estimate call Rod on 01634 668644 

or email rod.avalone@btconnect.com 


A—* 4 * 


We accept all major credit cards 

MasterCard Maestro 

Find us on Touch Local 





Receive an accurate valuation for your car in minutes 

with our SMS Car Valuation Service 


leaving space between each, 

to 83338 e g. kos EF04BWZ 10000 


By pricing experts 


What's the value of your car? 


car registratiorfe^Qmilea 



































(me) Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourmedway@kosmedia.co.uk 


yourmedway.co.uk 7 


ARCHANT KOS MEDIA CAMPAIGN ISSUES COUNTYWIDE CALL TO ARMS TO KENT BUSINESSES 

Time to roll up our sleeves and 
work together for prosperity 


Keen Kent 



m 

rkii 


orking! 

It $ jobs {or (Gut 


■ BY STEVE KNIGHT 


THIS newspaper calls on employ¬ 
ers throughout the county to join 
together and support our new cam¬ 
paign to Keep Kent Working. 

With unemployment at its highest rate in 
years and Government spending cuts in full 
force, now is the perfect time for businessmen 
and women across the region to collaborate 
and improve the Kent economy for all. 

Our campaign aims to keep people in work, 
generate jobs and develop our talent for the 
future. 

It will provide a forum for local companies to 
demonstrate what they are doing to aid the 
recovery - be it by taking on new apprentices 
or coming up with innovative new ways of 
working - while also acting as a launch-pad 
for firms to join together and share their 
expertise. 

Archant KOS Media has faced difficult deci¬ 
sions itself in recent times, as have many busi¬ 
nesses within the county. 

Managing director Paul Stannard said: “We 
ourselves have had to make tough decisions, 
and it is from this backdrop that we decided to 


do something positive and use our media as a 
vehicle for employers and organisations - as 
well as the wider community - to communi¬ 
cate how adaptable the business community 
in Kent is to dealing with change and to make 
sure the people of Kent know what opportuni¬ 
ties are out there.” 

The Keep Kent Working campaign already 
has the backing of Kent County Council and 
the Federation of Small Businesses. 

“Anything that gets businesses working 
together to create more employment opportu¬ 
nities for people - and especially young people 
- absolutely gets my backing,” said Kent 
County Council’s cabinet member for regener¬ 


ation and economic development, Cllr Kevin 
Lynes. “There could be a little more thought 
between businesses about the beginning and 
the end. 

“I’d like to reach a point where we are engag¬ 
ing really closely with the private sector to find 
out where the skills gaps will be in future, so 
we can address that and train up tomorrow’s 
workforce today.” 

One of the main aims of the Keep Kent 
Working campaign is to encourage businesses 
to take on young workers, as a third of the 
county’s unemployed are aged 18-24. 

Investing 

Cllr Lynes pointed to KCC’s support 
scheme for employers, which drastically 
reduces the bureaucracy involved with tak¬ 
ing on an apprentice, as an example of how 
different organisations can work together for 
the benefit of all. 

He added: “The benefit of investing in youth 
is that you get a huge amount of enthusiasm, 
energy and drive that comes with being young. 

“Letting young people look at things with a 
fresh pair of eyes and question the way in 
which they do things can be so valuable to 
businesses, and can give them a serious edge 
over their competitors.” 

The Keep Kent Working campaign manager 


Claire Trevill, who has vast experience of busi¬ 
ness in Kent, says she fully understands what 
employers and employees are going through. 

She has worked closely with the 
Government’s Future Jobs Fund and is acting 
as a business mentor for young people with 
the Prince’s Trust charity. 

“Everyone is aware that these are tough eco¬ 
nomic times, but that creates an opportunity 
for doing things differently,” said Miss Trevill. 
“And that includes how businesses recruit 
their staff and how they take on apprentices 
and offer graduate placements. 

“Our proximity to London has also become a 
blessing and a curse, because we lose many of 
our best workers there. But now’s the time to 
stop the brain drain and for Kent employers to 
fight back and keep the talent here. 

“Keep Kent Working is a positive campaign 
and I’m pleased this newspaper is giving 
employers and employees the platform to com¬ 
municate good employment practice as well as 
to raise awareness of what help is out there to 
keep Kent strong.” 

To achieve the aims of our campaign we will 
need everyone to contribute. We may lead the 
Keep Kent Working initiative, but we also wel¬ 
come any ideas or suggestions. 

• Show your support for Kent's economic prosperity by 
emailingkeepkentworking@kosmedia.co.uk. 



Gin Vouchers available in store 


and online at www.drsnahsh.com 


'Subject to availability while stocks last 


NOW 

OPEN 


The Chequers Maidstone 
Store 2, Level Three, Dukes Walk, 
Pads Hill, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6AT 
01622 688878 





The Knowle 

COUNTRY HOUSE RESTAURANT 

also 

-. ♦.- 

A beautiful gothic mansion set in 
14 acres of old english gardens 

GP St Valentine’s Eve Party GP 

Sunday 13th February 
5 course meal and live music from 
the Three Busketeers 

£39.90 per head 

-. ♦.- 

Parties & Lunches catered for 
Please phone for menu’s or come round to see us 

Private rooms available 


School Lane . Higham . ME3 7HP . 01474 822262 
www.knowlecountryhouse.co.uk 
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your local interview 









>v 


p i 


Tell us a little about yourself. 


A Fm 59 and took early retirement from a 
major PLC just over two years ago. I’m 
married and have two grown-up kids. I live 
just outside Ashford. 

Q When did you first become interested in the First World 
War and military history? 

A My father and all my uncles were in the 
forces in WWII and I was brought up hear¬ 
ing stories from the war. I acquired my first 
military item when I was about seven years 
old. I swapped a Mars bar for a brass Spitfire 
that a school friend’s father had made in the 
RAF. I’ve still got it. I became very interested 
in the First World War after visiting the 
Somme in the mid 1980s and was amazed by 
what I saw. I then started researching my two 
grandfathers’ part in the Great War. 

Q What inspired you to set up Still in the Trenches in 
Folkestone? 

A I had done a little spare time trading in 
militaria and felt that Kent needed a five- 
day-a-week military history shop where peo¬ 
ple could buy interesting and genuine items at 
reasonable prices. 

Many military collectors’ shops have closed 
as the internet has grown, but I saw a need for 
people to be able to see and touch things before 
they buy them. In collecting, condition is very 
important and many people are often disap¬ 


pointed with things they buy over the inter¬ 
net. I also restore items and will track things 
down for people. I can sometimes do research 
into customers’ grandfathers’ WWI history. 


Q 


Tell us about the flag you recently discovered. 


I bought the flag from a local collector who 
had acquired it 12-15 years ago. It was 
made by a French woman in Calais during 
1944 to welcome the liberating troops. It’s 
made mainly from parachute silk, plus what 
looks like the gold edging from a tablecloth. It 
is quite crudely made. I am investigating a 
couple of leads on the French woman, but it’s 
early days yet. 

Q What are the favourite items in your collection and 
why? 

A I do like military paperwork, such as the 
documents a soldier would have had in his 
service from recruitment to discharge. I have 
those papers for my father and one of my 
grandfathers and it is far more human than 
the metalwork and hardware of war. I’ve also 
got a lot of Home Guard training manuals and 
papers. I think the Home Guard was amazing. 

A What kind of items would typically be considered of his¬ 
toric military significance? 

A There are many iconic items that come 
from the two world wars. The Lee Enfield 
rifle was probably the finest service rifle ever 


and has become a classic. It had a British serv¬ 
ice life of 60 years and is still going strong in 
India. Similarly the Mills grenade, which was 
designed in 1915, modified in 1917 and then 
remained in service for another 55 years com¬ 
pletely unchanged. I also think First World 
War medals are potent symbols of the terrible 
experiences soldiers had of trench warfare. 

f|What do you think of the social and cultural life of the 
Harea? 

A My wife and I moved to Ashford from south 
east London four years ago and wished we 
had done it earlier. The quality of life here is 
far better, with the superb countryside and 
coastline. There seem to be many more people 
actively trying to make Kent a better place. 

Q How can people find out more about you and Still in the 
Trenches? 

They can learn a lot from the website but 
also I'd like them to come to the shop in the 
Old High Street, Folkestone. I like to chat with 
my customers and have had some incredible 
people in the shop - D-Day veterans, serving 
soldiers, Blitz survivors, and VI witnesses. 
Recently a marvellous lady who was in the 
French resistance visited the shop. 


A 

1 


Tell us something that people don't know about you. 

In the mid 1980s I qualified as a pilot and 
even got to fly a WWII military aircraft. 


The owner of wartime memorabilia shop Still in the Trenches spoke to James Alexandre about his 
fascination with military history, the significance of a handmade flag and the joys of living in Kent. 



™ E travel & 

leisuresHow 


Organised by 


ARCHANT f KOS MEDIA 


TO REGISTER FOR FAST TRACK ENTRY 
visitwww.thetravelandleisureshow.co.uk 


or call Liz Hare on 01303 817172 or email liz.hare@kosmedia.co.uk 
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Pupils put under pressure 
in battle to pass Kent Test 


■ BY MARIJKE COX 


PARENTS of children as young as 
five are trying to hire private tutors 
for 11-plus coaching, as the demand 
for grammar school places rockets. 

Tutors across the county said they had been 
inundated with calls from parents desperate to 
start preparing their children, despite the exam, 
known as the Kent Test, being up to six years 
away in some cases. 

The influx is being blamed on the huge 
demand for grammar school education. Last 
September 10,947 youngsters aged 10-11 sat the 
test for just 4,475 places in the academic year 
starting in September 2011. 

Tutors said competition was fierce and parents 
were going to extreme lengths to secure their 
child a place. 

Kent and Medway tutor Patricia 
Matthewman, principle of the Eleven Plus 
Academy, said year five, aged 9-10, was young 
enough to start coaching. 

“I don’t believe starting younger than that is 
beneficial,” she said. 

“We have had parents asking for tutoring for 
younger children and we’ve turned them away. 
Some calls were for year three children (7-8) and 
others even younger, specifically for the 11-plus. 

“General tutoring in subjects such as creative 
writing is fine at any age, but tutoring for the 11- 



ALL WORK, NO PLAY: Pupils are being put under too 
much pressure at an early age, say education experts 


plus at a young age does not help. 

“I can understand why parents want to do this, 
but it really is unsuitable. Coaching for 12 
months before they take the test is adequate.” 

Mrs Matthewman said the high demand for 
grammar school places was pushing parents to 
try and start tutoring early. 

But another Kent tutor, who works in the 
Maidstone area, said the idea tutoring would 
secure a grammar school place was misguided. 

“It’s more about the child. Even the brightest 
won’t always be suitable for grammar schools,” 
she said. 

“I’ve been contacted by parents with children 


of five asking for 11-plus tutoring, but it’s too 
young - year five is the right time.” 

The tutor, who asked not to be named for pro¬ 
fessional reasons, said: “I’ve had parents call up 
about children as young as six. There’s a year 
four girl (aged eight) whose parents asked if she 
could have in excess of an hour’s tutoring, which 
is too long for someone that age.” 

Figures from Kent County Council showed 
10,947 children sat the Kent Test in September, 
2010, to start secondary school in the 2011 aca¬ 
demic year. 

A spokesman said even if a child passes the 
exam it does not necessarily mean they will be 
given a grammar school placement. 

“Many grammar schools are their own admis¬ 
sions authority,” he said. “KCC cannot guarantee 
that a grammar-assessed child will be offered a 
grammar school.” 

Marian Darke, south east regional secretary of 
teaching union the NUT, said there was too 
much pressure being put on children to pass the 
Kent Test. 

“There is more and more pressure to get them 
through the test, rather than allowing them to 
enjoy their education,” she said. 

“It’s making it all about succeeding or failing, 
and this isn’t good for children. 

“Education should be about developing, not 
about labelling children who don’t go to a gram¬ 
mar school as failures. Tutoring young children 
puts far too much pressure on them.” 


New baccalaureate 
blow to grammars 

A CONTROVERSIAL system intro¬ 
duced to boost the number of pupils 
studying traditional academic subjects 
has exposed failings in Kent’s grammar 
schools. 

League table figures revealed that 
while selective schools excel in GCSEs, 
under the English baccalaureate, many 
are lagging behind. 

The qualification is awarded to pupils 
who achieve five A* to C grades in 
English, maths, a science, a foreign lan¬ 
guage, and a humanity. 

Schools were previously only judged 
on the number of pupils who achieve 
five A* to C grades in any subjects. 

While six selective schools in Kent 
achieved above 80 per cent, others only 
managed to scrape average scores, and 
six fell below 50 per cent. 

Twenty-eight grammars, however, 
had 95 per cent or more of their pupils 
achieving five A* to C grades, including 
English and maths - Maidstone’s 
Invicta Grammar School achieved 100 
per cent for a second consecutive year. 

Aside from the baccalaureate results, 
however, headteachers, staff and pupils 
were celebrating record GCSE results. 

The majority of Kent’s secondary 
schools beat the previous year’s results, 
with the number of students gaining 
five or more A* to C grades up 6.3 per 
cent to 79.3 per cent - 3.2 per cent 
above the national average. 

Medway Council was also celebrating 
record GCSE results, with 77 per cent 
of pupils achieving five A*-C grades - 
six per cent up on the previous year. 

Gad’s Hill School in Higham, near 
Rochester, was named as the eighth 
best performing school in England. 


PASS YOUR TEST! 



EARN TO DRIVE WITH A-C |J ASS DRIVING SCHOO 


A-C[L]ass Driving Schoo[L 


are trying to help keep the 
cost of learning to drive down. 

By giving you lots of great offers such as: 

First 3 lessons for £45. 
First 5 lessons for £75. 

Visit www.a-class.co.uk 

to view all of our amazing offers helping you save money. 


ALL AREAS COVERED 

★ We have male and female instructors 
★ We can teach you how to drive Manual or Automatic cars 
★ WE ALSO OFFER: Theory Training Pass Plus/Motorway Lessons 


Don’t hesitate. Call us now 


•Kil • 


Let us cater for all your driving needs. 

043 5006 or TEXT LESSONS plus your name to 80010 


for more information and a call back 
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BREAK TIME 



TAKE A BREAK: Students promote their chosen 
destinations at the mini travel market 


Tourism students 
put careers on map 

BUDDING travel agents promoted a 
range of beach getaways and city breaks 
at a day-long tourism expo. 

The 14 MidKent College students put 
on the mini travel market as part of 
their level two diploma in travel and 
tourism. 

They had been given the task of mar¬ 
keting a holiday destination of their 
choice. 

Each junior holiday expert designed a 
promotional display board to advertise 
their chosen location and created their 
own business card and flyer. 

Travel student Nis Bandasak said: 
“We’ve spent weeks preparing for the 
event and designing a range of market¬ 
ing materials. I chose to promote Venice 
in Italy as it’s a great city for a romantic 
break. I love it there.” 


Gem's on assignment after 
winning fashion blog prize 


WEB wonder Gem Royston- 
Claire’s online articles have 
earned her first prize in a top 
blogging competition. 

The 23-year-old fashion promotion 
student’s blog ‘Gem Fatale’ won Asos 
magazine’s Battle of the Bloggers 
award. 

Her prizes include Hewlett 
Packard’s latest fashionista-ffiendly 
netbook, the butterfly-covered Mini 
210 Vivienne Tam edition. 

Gem also takes up a temporary posi¬ 
tion as an Asos style blogger, a job 
which has already taken her to 
London Fashion Week. 

Her blog is also featured in the cur¬ 
rent edition of Asos magazine. 

The UCA Rochester student said she 
loves writing about style, but hates 
fashion. 

“My favourite fashion discovery has 
been that I actually don’t like fashion,” 
she said. 

“It’s style that I love, and studying 
fashion promotion at uni has helped 
me realise this.” 

Speaking about her Asos internship, 
Gem added: “They are sending me on a 
new fashion assignment every month. 
At London Fashion Week I had to take 
pictures of stylish people and report 
back to Asos blog readers. 

“It was great fun, but also nerve- 
wracking. Part of the lure of blogging is 
that you can do it from the comfort of 
your sofa, but this prize has forced me 


■ BY SIMON ROBINSON 


out of my comfort zone and, indeed, out 
of my flat. 

“Reading the judges’ comments on 
the Asos website helped me to believe 
in myself as a writer. Winning has 
been a really positive experience for 
me and I can’t wait for my next assign¬ 
ment.” 

Clare Coughlan, UK Advertising 
Manager for competition backers 
Hewlett Packard, was one of the 
judges sifting through hundreds of 
entries. 

“I loved Gem’s writing style - she’s 
funny, upbeat and entertaining,” she 
said. 

“Her subject was spot on. Blogs and 
the internet have broken down many 
walls, especially in the fashion indus¬ 
try. It was great to read the impact this 
has had on how she discovers new 
styles and shares her findings with her 
followers.” 

Asos Life content editor Natalie Wall 
said: “I enjoy Gem’s maverick, slightly 
rebellious subject matter and natural 
writing style. She strikes me as some¬ 
one who would not be fazed by the 
madness of London Fashion Week and 
approaching people on street style 
assignments.” 

Gem, who is originally from Bexhill 
in East Sussex, gets more than 60,000 
hits a month on her style blog, which 
can be found at www.gemfatale.co.uk. 



STYLE GURU: Award-winning blogger Gem Royston-Claire 


SEND your schools news and pictures to yourmedway n kosmedia.co.uk. You can also upload your video clips of schools events on to www.yourkenttvxo.uk 


A 


developing confidence and individual talents 


Frustrated to know that your child could 
succeed but is making slow progress? 

Is it because of going unnoticed in a large 
school or a large class size? 

Is your child lacking the confidence to flourish? 

At Dover College, we are as keen as any other school to cater for 
the most able pupils and do it well. However, our recent inspection 
highlighted our great ability as a school to enable our more average 
pupils to achieve far better than their potential suggested on entry. By 
offering boys and girls timely affirmation and appropriate challenges 
in a caring environment, many of them surprise their parents and, 
more importantly, themselves with their achievements. 

Dover College welcomes pupils at any time of the year 
if there is a place available. 

From: Pre-Reception class for 3 year olds to A Levels 


To obtain a prospectus, please contact: 


DOVER COLLEGE LS A CO-EDUCATIONAL AND INDEPENDENT DAY & BOARDING SCHOOL FOR PUPILS AGED 3-18 



Dover College, 
Effingham Crescent, 
Dover, Kent CT17 9RH 

T: 01304 244506 

E: admissions@dovercollege.org.uk 

www. dovercollege. org.uk 




For all your 
servicing 

needs visit 

yourlocal 

professionals 

Page 28 
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yourletters 


LETTERS: Please send your letters in to us at Yourmedway, Apple Barn, Smeeth, Ashford, 
Kent TN25 6SS 



TEXT: Why not Text your view/letter/comment for Yourmedway to 81800 text MEDW followed 
by a space your name and your view/letter/comment Messages cost 25p plus standard network 
charges. Service provided by g8wave London N7. 


EMAIL: Email us your letters to us at yourmedway@kosmedia.co.uk 


YOUR LETTERS 


Plague of white vans 
parked across towns 

What we really need is something 
to sort out the explosion of white 
vans that park on residential 
streets. 

They park on comers, blocking 
the view of other drivers trying to 
pull out or pedestrians trying to 
cross the road, as well as taking up 
parking spaces which are already 
in short supply 

Gary, comment posted online at 
www.yourmedway.co.uk 

No truck with works 
vehicles on streets 

It’s not just the white vans, it’s 
works vehicles in general that are 
adding to the problem. 

The roads are narrow and park¬ 
ing is limited, but many people 
bring home works vehicles because 
the companies don’t have anywhere 
to keep them. 

One resident near me even brings 
home a lorry cab. 

A Jones, comment posted online at 
www.yourmedway.co.uk 



DRIVEN MAD: Story at yourmedway.co.uk 


Of bloated egos and 
many other fat cats 

Fat cats everywhere need to go on a 
diet - none more so than the bloat¬ 
ed egos of Medway Council’s mling 
elite - take a look at the ‘Say no to 
Medway city group on Facebook. 

Peter Cook, comment posted online at 
www.yourmedway.co.uk 



BIG PUSS: Story at yourmedway.co.uk 


Peninsula should be 
left to the birds 

With reference to the story head¬ 
lined Campaigners’ fury at plans to 
bring Cliffe airport back to life 
(Kent News, January 8). 

Mr Olsen is right to say that the 
Hoo Peninsula includes the best 
piece of undeveloped land near a 
major city. 

But it is not, and never has been, 
the best piece of land for an airport. 
It is best for the amazing range of 
wildlife and the spectacular, open 
landscape found there, much of 
which is legally protected for its 
international importance. 

Plans to build an airport any¬ 
where in the Thames Estuary have 
been repeatedly rejected, including 
by the current Government. It’s 
time Mr Olsen, Mayor Johnson and 
others recognised that just because 
there’s a gap between the houses, 
it’s not appropriate to cover it in 
runways. 

Regeneration in the Thames 
Estuary may be a crucial fuel for 
the UK’s economic engine, but a 
powerful engine needs to breathe or 
it will choke and stall. 

I would like to reassure residents 
on the Hoo Peninsula that the 
RSPB remains resolute in its com¬ 
mitment to the protection of the 



PLANE CRAZY: Story at kentnews.co.uk 

unique wildlife and heritage of the 
north Kent marshes. 

Chris Corrigan, regional director 
RSPB South East 

Meningitis vigilance 
crucial during winter 

I am writing to thank all your read¬ 
ers who supported the Meningitis 
Trust during 2010. 

It’s only with the help of local 
communities that we are able to 
continue our vital work rebuilding 
lives shattered by meningitis. 

The Meningitis Trust relies 
entirely on voluntary donations, 
which means support from individ¬ 
uals, families, schools, nurseries 
and businesses is fundamental to 
our survival. 

This year we celebrate our 25th 
anniversary; a quarter of a century 


of supporting people as they face 
life after meningitis. 

Meningitis can strike anyone, of 
any age, at any time. Those who 
survive can be left with devastating 
after-effects including loss of hear¬ 
ing, sight, brain damage and, where 
septicaemia (blood poisoning) has 
occurred, loss of limbs. 

These after-effects last a lifetime 
and impact all aspects of day-to-day 
life for the individual as well as 
their family, friends and colleagues. 
The Meningitis Trust is dedicated 
to helping people who have experi¬ 
enced meningitis rebuild their lives 
though its range of specialist sup¬ 
port services. 

This time of year is particularly 
relevant for talking about meningi¬ 
tis as cases of the disease rise in 
the winter. 

The Meningitis Trust urges peo¬ 
ple to be vigilant of the signs and 
symptoms and to trust their 
instincts. Symptoms can include, 
fever, headache, stiff neck, dislike of 
bright lights, drowsiness, joint pain, 
vomiting, diarrhoea and, in some 
cases but not all, a rash that does¬ 
n’t fade under pressure. 

For more information, call the 
trust’s freephone 24-hour helpline 
staffed by nurses on 0800 028 18 28 
or log on to its website www.menin- 
gitis-trust. Thank you all once 
again and best wishes for 2011. 

Anne Currie, Meningitis Trust 


Stay or Take-away! 
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Why not pop in for just a coffee 
a light bite or lunch? 
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Bakery^ Patisserie 


Telephone & Buffet Orders Taken 01634 582429 

95 Marlborough Road (opposite Garrison Sports Ground), Gillingham, Kent, ME7 5HB 
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Jobless total falls 
despite downturn 


Give Flowers deal time 
to grow, savers urged 

■ BY STEVE KNIGHT 


UNEMPLOYMENT fell by 21 per cent in 
Medway last year, new figures have 
shown. 

The decrease equates to 1,658 fewer 
claimants of Jobseeker’s Allowance across 
the towns. 

At the beginning of 2010, Medway had 
7,659 residents claiming the allowance 
but by the end of the year that figure had 
fallen to 6,001. 

The 21 per cent fall was larger than the 
national average of 15 per cent during the 
same period. 

Youth unemployment, affecting 18 to 24 
year olds, also fell more in Medway than in 
any other unitary authority across the 
entire country, dropping 770 to 1,760 - 30 
per cent. 

This is nearly twice as much as the 
national average fall of 15.4 per cent and 
a stronger fall than the regional average of 
24 per cent. 

Support 

Medway Council’s economic growth 
boss, Jane Chitty, said: “In spite of the 
recession, we refused to allow this to dis¬ 
tract us from the real opportunities and 
we stand by our commitment to support 
the people of Medway. 

‘We are determined to help get Medway 
back to work and while I am delighted at 
these figures, I accept there is more to be 
done and we are looking at a range of ini¬ 
tiatives to ensure we don’t lose momentum. 

“Medway Council has responded to the 
recession by securing funding from central 
government and ensuring our residents 
have the services and advice they need to 
get back into work, whether that be fur¬ 
ther training, CV advice or personalised 
support.” 


THE chief executive of Kent Reliance 
Building Society has asked its mem¬ 
bers not to make rash judgements 
over the £50 million deal with JC 
Flowers. 

A minority of savers who voted against the 
agreement - which represents the first private- 
sector investment in the mutual banking sector 
- claim the business will now no longer be run 
with their best interests at heart. 

JC Flowers, which has offices in New York 
and London, is a private equity investment 
firm focused on the financial services industry. 

Run by billionaire and Harvard graduate J 
Christopher Flowers, the firm failed in its 
attempt to purchase Northern Rock before the 
bank was saved by the British taxpayer in 
2008. 

But while admitting his new partners will 
ultimately want to make a profit, KRBS chief 
executive Mike Lazenby said it was too early to 
make predictions about the future of the busi¬ 
ness. 

‘We will continue to run as a mutual until JC 
Flowers owns 90 per cent of the business, which 
is a long way off,” he said. 

“They have also agreed not to pay any divi¬ 
dends to investors for the next five years, which 



.com 


Kent Reliance Building Society 


NEW DEAL: But some Kent Reliance savers are worried 

is an incredibly long time in business. For 
example, five years ago we couldn’t possibly 
have imagined the economy would be the way 
it is today. 

“If they decide after five years they want their 
money back - and it’s not been agreed that they 
will - then that would give us the option to buy 
them out. 

“It’s not a given that everything will be over 
and we’ll become a proper bank. 

“Five years is a long way off and a lot of things 
will happen before then. In the meantime we’ll 
be going back to lending people money, which 
we haven’t been able to do for some time, and 
we’ll be offering some pretty good rates.” 

With assets of more than £2.2 billion, KRBS 


is the 12th largest building society in the UK 
and has served the people of the county for 
more than 150 years. 

At least 75 per cent of KRBS members had to 
vote in favour of the JC Flowers deal for it to be 
passed, and it scraped through with 75.8 per 
cent of the ballot. 

The Chatham-based society will now transfer 
all of its business, assets and liabilities to a new 
bank called OneSavings, which is expected to 
become effective on February 1, pending 
approval from the Financial Services Authority. 

In the meantime KRBS has been busy secur¬ 
ing eight new branches in towns as far away as 
Gloucester, Bristol and Devon, which Mr 
Lazenby says would not have been possible 
without the £50m investment. 

And despite once describing high street 
branches as “liabilities”, he is also looking to 
expand the business and open more offices on 
home turf in Kent. 

“There will always be people who want to 
access a high street branch,” said Mr Lazenby. 

“But we have to make sure they’re in the 
right place and that they will be used when 
they’re open, otherwise they’re just a drain on 
our resources. 

“For example, our agency in Strood [at First 
Call Mortgage Services in the High Street] is 
totally inappropriate for what we’re using it for. 
But we want to keep a presence in the town so 
we’ll be opening a new office in its place.” 


A handy way of keeping 
up to date with Kent News 
no matter where you are 


Download the FREE iPhone and iPad APP 


Stay up to date with 
live breaking news 
and video streams, 
plus search for jobs, 
motors or properties. 


You can download the new 
Kent News iPhone and iPad app 
for FREE from the iTunes store. 


The Future of local media 
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^ scene under the Big Sky umbrella 

Jamie Cullum 

& friends with 


Liane Carroll 

At The Winter Gardens Margate 

Friday 4 February 2011 


Tickets £27.50 & £25.00 


Available from The Winter Gardens Box Office 
01843 296111 /292795 
www.margatewintergardens.co.uk 


Award Winning Company 
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Remembering a 


DAY & NIGHT 

Explore your inner flirt 

A BURLESQUE workshop takes place 
at the Astor Theatre in Deal from 2- 
3.30pm on Saturday, January 22. 

Miss Maybe’s monthly classes will 
increase your confidence and inspire you 
to get your feathers and sequins out. 

Workshops also take place on 
February 18, March 19 and April 16. No 
dance experience required, and there is 
no nudity, but plenty of fun and giggles. 

Contact Miss Maybe on 07870343870 
for more information. 


rock W rol hero 



Sleeping Beauty dates 

A PRODUCTION of Sleeping Beauty 
will delight dance fans at the Churchill 
Theatre, Bromley, on February 1 and 2. 

Founded in 1988 by former Bolshoi 
soloist and choreographer Victor 
Smimov-Golovanov, Moscow City Ballet 
has become one of Russia’s most success¬ 
ful touring companies and their take on 
the ballet is not to be missed. 

Tickets range from £29.50 to £33.50 
and are available from www.ambas- 
sadortickets.com or by calling the box 
office on 08448 717 620. 

Don't miss TV comic 

TOP comic Andy Parsons, of Mock the 
Week fame, will tickle funnybones when 
he comes to the Central Theatre in 
Chatham. 

The funnyman is in town on March 17. 
Tickets are £14 or £16. Book early to 
avoid disappointment. Call the box office 
on 01634 338338, or visit www.cen- 
traltheatre.co.uk. 

Banksy's dramatic joke? 

EXIT Through The Gift Shop is a cruel¬ 
ly-entertaining account of street artist 
Banksy’s relationship with a wacky 
super-fan. 

But is this a straightforward documen¬ 
tary about the world of street art, or is 
the joke on us? 

The film shows at The Astor Theatre in 
Deal on Monday, January 31 at 8pm. 
Ticket prices are to be announced. Visit 
www.theastor.org for more details. 

Keeping it in the family 

THE Floorboard Family will play the 
Chimney Boy, in Faversham, on 
February 2. 

The Faversham Folk Club gig features 
family members Francis Kendall, 
Richard Kilner and Jason Rose. Together 
they write, sing and play roots, ballads 
and blues as well as “good time” music. 

Entry is £7, or £6 for members. Visit 
www.favershamfolkclub.net for details. 

Dine to best of blues 

BLUES Junction present a night of the 
very best of the blues at Pizza Express, 
Maidstone, on Saturday. 

Starting at 8pm, there will be music 
from the Blues Junction, band who spe¬ 
cialise in blues music from Chicago to 
Delta to West Coast to British. They 
cover classics by the likes of Eric 
Clapton, BB King, Buddy Guy, Muddy 
Waters, Albert King, Etta James, 
Howlin’ Wolf, and Robert Cray. 

Tickets are £15 each from www.pizza- 
expresslive.com. 


Tuesday, February 1, to Saturday, February 5 
Orchard Theatre, Dartford. 

THE world’s most successful rock 
‘n’ roll musical has had audiences 
rocking in the aisles for decades, 
and it’s back in Kent soon. 

Buddy - The Buddy Holly Story will come to 
the Orchard Theatre in Dartford next month, 
52 years after the legend’s passing and “the 
day the music died”. 

That famous phrase was coined by Don 
McLean, in the song American Pie’. 

Holly died in a plane crash, but his legacy 
was already cemented. 

That fateful day will forever be ingrained on 
the memory of Maria Elena, widow of Charles 
Hardin ‘Buddy’ Holley (the ‘e’ was dropped 
after his name was misspelled on a recording 
contract). 

Each year she commemorates the passing of 
her husband, who was just 22 when he died, in 
the same way. 

“I pray for Buddy, like I do every night,” she 
begins. “I light a candle, I buy flowers, and stay 
home. I just remember him as he was when I 
met him.” 

The couple had been married less than six 
months when the small plane carrying Buddy, 
17-year-old Ritchie Valens, J.P ‘the Big 
Bopper’ Richardson, 28, and pilot Roger 
Peterson, 21, plummeted from the night sky 
into a frozen Iowa cornfield. 

Though the 50 years that have passed have 
dulled some of the pain, the shattering impact 
of the accident still remains with Maria Elena. 

“When Buddy died it was so sudden,” she 
reflects. “Those kinds of deaths are very, very 
difficult to deal with because you don’t have 
the chance to say goodbye.” 

The circumstances surrounding Buddy’s 
inclusion on the Winter Dance Party Tour of 
1959 only add to the sense of tragedy. 

“He left home against my will, I was preg¬ 
nant,” she says. “He said ‘it will be a short tour 
-1 just can’t continue without getting my own 
money to do what we’re planning to do.’ We 
had plans to open record companies and our 
own publishing company, and Buddy also 
wanted to develop new artists, even at that 
time.” 

To commemorate this special occasion, the 
smash-hit West End musical Buddy - The 
Buddy Holly Story will be rocking The 
Orchard, Dartford, with a performance on the 
anniversary of Buddy’s death, proving that the 
music, like Buddy’s legacy, lives on. 

Maria Elena Santiago was 25 when she and 
Buddy married in August 1958, less than two 
months after they first met. 

Folklore has it that Maria Elena had a pre¬ 
monition about the crash before he left for the 
tour. 

“Absolutely, as a matter of fact we were both 
dreaming,” she confirms. 


“Buddy had a dream about leaving me on 
top of a building and I dreamed about a comet, 
this great ball of fire coming down. It came 
past me and made a hole in the ground. I could 
see the fire coming out of that hole. 

“The day after (Buddy) was leaving and I 
was packing for both of us, but he said ‘I told 
you, I can’t bring you with me, you’re preg¬ 
nant.’ 

Having discovered news of the crash on tel¬ 


evision, Maria Elena says she fell into a “cata¬ 
tonic state”, unable to digest what had hap¬ 
pened. She miscarried soon after. 

The show has been a worldwide smash, and 
recalls the heyday of the legendary Holly. 

All the hits are here and tickets will sell fast. 

Tickets, priced between £20 and £27.50 
each, are available from www.orchardthe- 
atre.co.uk, or by calling the box office on 01322 
220000. 


% TO FIND MORE THEATRE AND ENTERTAINMENT NEWS LOG ON AT yOUrkenttv.CO .uk 
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THE NEW SQUADRON AIRES 

Friday, February 4, Woodville Flails, Gravesend 


DO YOU remember the original 
Squadronaires from the 1940s? 

Officially known as the No 1 
RAF Dance Band, the musicians 
soon adopted the unofficial 
name ‘The Squadronaires’ and 
went on to win the prestigious 
Melody Maker award for five 
consecutive years. Their succes¬ 
sors will enthrall at this show in 
Gravesend. 

Originally formed by the RAF, 
with a view to emulating the 
popularity with the troops of the 
American bands of the day, and 
to help boost morale, the 
Squadronaires went on to sur¬ 
pass even the most popular of 
the American bands. The 
orchestra was reformed under 


the leadership of trumpet player 
Greg Francis (the bandleader of 
the Memphis Belle Swing 
Orchestra and the movie 
Memphis Belle) and a change of 
presentation and musical con¬ 
tent was made. 

Based on, and as a tribute to, 
the wartime orchestra, the band 
consists of young musicians, 
looking as they did then, and 
playing the swing music of the 
era, including Glenn Miller 
Tommy Dorsey Harry James 
Benny Goodman Artie Shaw 
and more. 

The show starts at 8pm. 
Tickets are £15, or £13 for con¬ 
cessions. To book, call the box 
office on 01474 337774. 



THE THREE DEGREES 

Friday, January 28, Central Theatre, Chatham 



THE Three Degrees can’t wait to 
see you again. 

The longest-running line-up of 
the group comes to Chatham 
this month to wow audiences 
with a full playlist of their hits. 

Once famously known as 
Prince Charles’s favourite 
group, the trio will delight fans 
eager to hear their music again. 

Boasting more than 40 years 
in the business and with some 
timeless classics in their reper¬ 
toire, their best-known hit, 
When Will I See You Again? will 
no doubt feature on the evening. 

The Three Degrees were 
formed in about 1963 in 


Philadelphia and were discov¬ 
ered by producer and songwriter 
Richard Barrett, who was 
responsible for groups of the 
1950s such as The Chantels, 
Little Anthony and the 
Imperials, and The Valentines. 

Over a long career, the group 
slowly found their way to the 
top, really making their mark in 
the 70s and 80s with main¬ 
stream chart success. 

The tour line-up is Cynthia 
Garrison, Valerie Holiday and 
Helen Scott. Tickets for the show 
are £19 or £21.50 each. Call 
01634 338338 to book, or visit 
www.whatsonmedway.co.uk. 


ROY CHUBBY BROWN 

Wednesday, January 26, 

The Orchard Theatre, Dartford 

OFFENSIVE, controversial and hugely successful, 
Roy Chubby Brown is touching down in Dartford. 

The flying hat and goggles-wearing Northerner 
has put more bums on seats than most other comics, 
and has one of the most devoted fanbases in the 
laughter business. 

His ribald live routines are blue and draw huge 
crowds, no matter what town he’s in. 

Few subjects are deemed too sensitive to be 
touched on, and the language will be blue. 

Get set for a barnstorming night of banter, hilari¬ 
ous mickey-taking and humour from Britain’s most 
outrageous comedian, who uses a non-stop battering 
ram of jokes and tales during his shows. 

You’ll be in the presence of one of the scenes 
biggest characters but it’s not for the easily offended. 

The tour ends in April, but this is Chubby’s only 
date in Kent. Tickets are £22.50 each from 
www.orchardtheatre.co.uk, or call 01322 220000. 

Bookings of over 40 people will receive a free fin¬ 
ger buffet, but call 01322 220000 for information. 

The show starts at 7.30pm and is not suitable for 
children. 




AN AUDIENCE WITH PETER AND DAN SNOW 



Sunday, January 30, 

The Orchard Theatre, Dartford 

FATHER and son team Peter and Dan Snow have estab¬ 
lished themselves as two of the country’s most watchable 
historians, with their popular TV shows. 

Following the success of their books and popular televi¬ 
sion series, Battlefield Britain and 20th Century Battles, 
they present an entertaining evening as they discuss 
highlights and take audience questions. 

Dan is Peter’s youngest son and the pair have forged a 
close relationship presenting the shows since 2003. 

Battlefield Britain looked at the massive battles that 
have shaped Britain’s history, from Boudicca’s destructive 
rebellion against the Romans to the incredible feats of 
The Few who saw off the Luftwaffe. 

The show received a BAFTA and was shown on the 
BBC to great acclaim. The 20th Century Battles show 
which followed made them even more well-known. 

Peter Snow was already a familiar face to viewers, due 
to his exploits as a Newsnight presenter and election spe¬ 
cialist. 

The show starts at 7.30pm. For tickets call the box office 



MARC ANTOINE ^ 

AND PAUL BROWN w 

Friday, January 28, Pizza Express, Maidstone 

THIS pair join the impressive roll-call of 
those who have played at Pizza Express in 
the last few months. 

Playing songs from last year’s Foreign 
Exchange joint album, Marc Antoine is well 
known to regulars, and Paul, aside from his 
solo musical projects, is also one of the lead¬ 
ing producers in the smooth jazz world. 

He is responsible for number one hits for 
various artists, including Pizza Express 
favourite Peter White. 

Both men are excellent guitarists with a 
broad repertoire. 

Marc Antoine has performed in the past 
with Basia, SoulIISoul, Guru’s Jazzmatazz, 
The Solsonics, Queen Latifah, acid jazz DJ 
GreyHoy, Rick Braun, Sting and the late 
Selena. 

Paul Brown is the producer per se in the 
smooth jazz genre. He has performed with 
A1 Jarreau, Boney James, Jeffery Osborne, 
Kirk Whalum, Larry Carlton, George 
Benson, Patti Austin and many more. 

Paul and Marc will be joined by Oli Silk 
on keyboards, Otto Williams on bass and 
Tony Mason on drums. 

The show is at 8pm. Tickets are £25 from 
www.pizzaexpresslive.com. 


on 01322 220000. 
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yourlocal health & beauty guide 


Advertise your venue on in the next guide and yourkenttv.co.uk - 
the Kent local search directory - Telephone: 01303 817150 


Regain confidence in your looks 



Hair Extensions 100% Human Hair 
Call Becci today for a FREE consultation 
Special offer half head £150 full head £250-£300 

07891 233871 


■ Aesthetic Face, Churchill Clinic 

AT Aesthetic Face cosmetic clinic 
we are not just about laser hair 
removal or about dermal fillers. 

Nor are we just about improving skin texture, 
skin tightening by microdermabrasion or about 
chemical peel or about IPL lasers to achieve a 
younger-looking face. 

We also deal with what the NHS calls minor 
medical cosmetic problems such as thread 
veins, skin tags, milia, warts and other skin 
abnormalities. 

Nowadays, the demarcation between the 
medical and beauty is becoming very hazy. 
Due to NHS budget pressures, traditional 
NHS GP practices are unable to fund 
treatments considered cosmetic. 


Doctors are not able to remove such 
unsightly and unwanted moles, lumps and 
bumps on the face or any part of the body, as 
they are either too busy or do not have the 
skills to perform such procedures. 

At our clinics, we are a traditional GP 
practice but have adapted ourselves to the 
growing trend of the cosmetic doctor 
environment. Our doctor is a member of 
British Medical Cosmetic Doctors Association. 

We have invested in the most advanced 
Hyfrecator and Ellman Radio surgery 
machines for excision of warts, polyps and 
skin lesions, with no scalpel in a bloodless 
environment. With such equipment you can 
expect a plastic surgery-like outcome without 
plastic surgery prices. 

Aesthetic Face, Churchill Clinic, 94 Churchill Ave, Chatham, 
Kent, ME5 ODL. www.aestheticface.co.uk. Telephone 0845 
6019982 



Trust and respect vital, says tattooist 



■ Kingswood Tattooists 


MOBI King has been in the tattoo industry for 
more than 10 years, and set up shop in 
Rainham at the beginning of 2010. The studio 
has been at the location for about seven 
months. 

He said: “Whatever any customer wants, I 
need to see them to understand what they 
want, and if I feel the idea is rubbish I won’t do 
it - my tattoos are an advertisement of my 
work.” 

An apprentice, Sam, is currently working at 
the studio and a website will be up shortly, 

“We work on a one-to-one basis to ensure we 
cater to the customer’s exact needs,” said Mobi. 
“That way the confidence and respect between 
tattooist and client can be maintained.” 


He said: “My friends used to use a tattooist in 
Gillingham, which is no longer there. He put up 
his prices so my friends, knowing my history in 
art and tattoos, bought a starter kit for 
tattooing and it all went from there. 

“I did four years of art courses, including a 
foundation course at York. 

“I’m good at doing it, and I will design your 
tattoos to your own specification, or I can take a 
reference picture and turn it into a tattoo. I can 
also do tattoos from photos. 

“I and my business are fully council- 
registered, and government-licensed. 

“I always apply the personal touch, and I 
always ensure there is trust and respect 
between clients and tattooist.” 

Kingswood Tattoo Studio, 47A High Street, Rainham, Kent, 
ME8 7HS. Telephone 01634 374021 


TOP TIPS 


Churchill Cllinic Energy Hair 


Kingswood Tattooists 


Each individual problem is different and 
requires different solutions. Always consult 
face to face with the person who will be 
carrying out the procedure or any therapy. 
Telephone: 0845 6019982 
www.aestheticface.co.uk 


New in - Get a Revlon Colour Treatment for 
just £5! 

This is a very quick wash-in service that will 
re-lift your colour for 4-5 weeks. 

Telephone: 01634 235 222 


Always go to a health-registered tattoo 
studio like Kingswood Tattooists for a 
professional and safe experience. Don’t 
attempt Tattoo DIY! 

Telephone: 01634 374021 


100% human 
hair weave 



Great prices 

V 

Mobile 


@ o @ 


www.aestheticface.co.uk 

CMG 

LIFECARE 


• Unwanted Hair & Tattoo Removal by Laser 

• Sun Damage • Acne • Blemish 

• Rosacia/Vein Removal by Laser 

• Skin Rejuvenation & Tightening 

• Restylane, Juvederm & Radiesse Fillers 

• Scar • Lines • Wrinkles • Anti - age 

• Medical Microdermabrasion 

• Chemical Peels / Sculptra Liquid Facelift 

• Unsightly Lump/Mole/Vasectomy Ops 

• Any private doctor consultation 

• Slimming/Travel Vaccs/HGV Medicals 
Treatments carried out by Therapist & Cosmetic Doctor MRCGP. 

For free information call our consultants on 08456 01 99 82 
Clinics at Medway and Maidstone 
v 10% off with this advert. Offer ends 20/12/10 y 



NEW YEAR NEW YOU AT 




Andrea 
Antoniou 

Hair & Beauty Centre 


Introducing the new ‘topchic’ and ‘colorance’ 
range of colours from 


SPECIAL OFFER 

Full head of foils was £95 

NOW ONLY £75 

inc cut and finish 
Make the most of our 

NO VAT INCREASE 
PRICES!!! 

Book an appointment today 


lv _ 


“beautiful hair needs professional care” 
32 High Street, Sittingbourne MEIO 4PE 
Tel: 01795 479115 



jsweed Tattoo Studio 

.,S H & S S7HS 


Rainham 


fp 


A 


9 


We love to design our own [f^ S it ^S ^ 

to bring any reference mat w J w kin ^ swood tattoostudio.com 


N6RGY 


AIR 


Wishes you 
a merry 
Christmas 


- 



Special edition 
midnight £139 

usually £149 

Christmas gift bags 
available 


Free consultations. gnid( l 3^iA.dBl881 
01634 235 222 

www.energy-hair.co.uk 94 Station Road Rainham KentME8 7PJ 

GOL DWELLS A :u 
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Athens 


New York 


Paris 7° C 


Warsaw 8°C 


Amsterdam 


Madrid 


Las Palmas 


22°C 


Wellington 23°C 


^ KENT S WEEKEND HIGH TIDES 


FIVE-DAY KENT FORECAST 


Ashford 

Canterbury 

Chatham 

Dartfbrd 


Thur 

7°C 
6°C 
6°C 
7° C 


Mon 

6°C Dover 
6°C Faversham 
5°C Folkestone 
6°C Gillingham 


Chatham 

Saturday 

2:29pm 6.4m 

Sunday 

3:13pm 6.4m 

Dover 

Saturday 

12:37pm 6.8m 

Sunday 

1:24pm 6.8m 

Dungeness 

Saturday 

1233pm 8.0m 

Sunday 

1:15pm 8.0m 

Ramsgate 

Saturday 

1:07pm 5.2m 

Sunday 

1:54pm 5.2m 

Sheerness 

Saturday 

2:19pm 6.1m 

Sunday 

3:03pm 6.0m 

Whitstable 

Saturday 

2:25pm 5.5m 

Sunday 

3:10pm 5.5m 


6°C 

6°C 

6°C 

6°C 


7° C 
5°C 
7°C 
5°C 


Gravesend 

7° C 

6°C 

6°C 

5°C 

6°C 

Sevenoaks 

5°C 

4°C 

4°C 

3°C 

5°C 

Maidstone 

6°C 

5°C 

6°C 

4°C 

7°C 

Sittingbourne 6°C 

5°C 

6°C 

4°C 

5°C 

Ramsgate 

6°C 

5°C 

5°C 

4°C 

6°C 

Tonbridge 

6°C 

4°C 

5°C 

3°C 

6°C 

Rochester 

6°C 

5°C 

6°C 

4°C 

5°C 

Tun Wells 

6°C 

4°C 

5°C 

3°C 

6°C 


SUNRISE 752am SUNSET 4.21pm 


MOONRISE 4.11pm MOONSET 722am 


TODAY'S FORECAST 


AROUND THE 
WORLD YESTERDAY 


Barcelona 11°C 


Beijing -3°C Rome 12°C 


Bombay 

29°C 

Sydney 

24°C 

Cape Town 

26°C 

Tenerife 

23°C 

Cardiff 

8°C 

Tokyo 

9°C 


Gibraltar 16°C Vancouver 11°C 


Hong Kong 13°C 



What could a 

professionally 
made video do fo 

your business? 


Yourkenttv video services can add great value 
to your website, or promotional campaign 
at a price to suit all budgets. 

For more details telephone ^ 

Christine Davidson on 


PRESTON PARK HOLIDAY HOMES 


PRESTON PARKS 

yVetcctweAs / 0-f 

oi betfov wojfi 





Opens almost all year 

Prices from £4995 

Beautiful location in the Garden of 
England on the Kent coast. 

Close to the beaches and town of Ramsgate, 
Broadstairs and Westgate-on-Sea. 

www.prestonparks.com 

Preston Parks, Preston Road, Manston Nr. Ramsgate, 
Kent CT1 2 5AR 01843 823346 
info@prestonparks.com 
























































carsf@rkent.co.uk 



What Car? Top Car is A1 

AS BEFITS its model description, Audi’s 
new A1 premium hatchback has landed 
the What Car? Magazine’s prestigious 
Car of the Year title. 

Now posing a real challenge to the 
BMW Mini, What Car? editor-in-chief 
Steve Fowler said: “The A1 is brilliantly 
targeted and brilliantly executed. 

“More and more buyers are looking for 
smaller, more efficient cars, but with all 
the luxury trappings of much larger cars. 
That’s exactly what Audi has given them 
- a super-stylish, high quality small car 
that’s affordable and great fun, too.” 



Hyundai plays three 
door trick with coupe 

IT HAS been two years since Hyundai 
bowed out of the coupe market. 

So a new coupe glamour car was well 
overdue and we’ll get one later this year. 

It’s more than striking to look at too, 
because the new Veloster will have a 
unique three-door configuration - two 
main side doors and one rear side door 
for easier access to the rear seats, plus 
disguised exterior handle to maintain 
the coupe look. 

It will be offered with a twin-clutch 
auto/manual transmission option. 



Seat refusing to jump 
on the VAT bandwagon 

SPANISH marque Seat is blowing away 
New Year gloom with an extended VAT- 
free offer and VAT cuts, despite the UK 
tax rising to 20 per cent. 

Various offers run until March 31 and 
are even available to small vehicle fleets 
as well as private buyers. 

The VW-owned marque is pointing out 
too that Kent commuters into London can 
benefit from ultra-low emission and road 
tax exempt Ibiza and Leon E Ecomotive 
versions escaping the daily Congestion 
Charge for the capital - newly hiked from 
£8 to £10. 



GREEN MACHINE: The Mitsubishi Colt Cleartec is more refined and quieter than its predecessor and offers further proof of the Japanese brand's development in the eco-friendly stakes 


Mitsubishi gives green 
light with Colt Cleartec 


ONCE better known for big 4x4s and 
pick-ups, Mitsubishi is reinventing 
itself as a greener champion. 

The most obvious sign is an electric city car, 
the MiEV that has just gone on sale along with 
clones sold by Peugeot and Citroen. 

But the Japanese brand’s transformation began 
earlier with the petrol-powered iCar - which 
donated its platform to the MiEV - and the low- 
emission, fuel-sipping Cleartec (from £10,099) ver¬ 
sion of its under-rated Colt supermini. 

While most carmakers tinker with more expen¬ 
sive diesel engines to improve emissions and 
economy, Mitsubishi is making more of petrol 
engines, which are lighter and cheaper to fUel. 

Admittedly, the Cleartec’s Auto Stop & Go 
system can seem crude compared to rivals, 
but saves up to 30 per cent of emissions as well 
as improving economy by stopping and then 
restarting automatically when the car is stuck 
in traffic or at lights. 

The Cleartec is cheap to buy and run too 
and a midlife makeover boosted the Colt 
range appeal; it gained the smart ‘jet fighter’ 
nose from the Mitsubishi Lancer, while still 
allowing choice between a sporty three-door 


ROAD TEST 


| MITSUBISHI COLT CLEARTEC 

■ BY STEVE LOADER 


STAR QUALITY 


Driving appeal 

★★★★ 

Image 

★★★★★ 

Space 

★★★★★ 

Value 

★★★★★ 


Running costs ★★★★★ 

Reliability ★★★★* 

Green rating ★★★★★ 



SEE MOTORSTV FOR 
MODE ROAD TESTS 
BY STEVE LOADERw 

k yourkenttv.co.uk 


or a more upright five-door mini-MPV. 

The latter in 94bhp 1.3 CZ2 Cleartec form is 
our test car and looks great value at £10,599. 

In addition to keen pricing and Auto Stop & 
Go savings, you also gain economy and reduced 
emissions from low rolling resistance tyres, a 
higher top gear, improved alternator and lower 
viscosity oil. 

These add up to just 119g/km of C02 emis¬ 
sions or the lowest payable road tax band 
(£30/year) and average mpg in the mid-50s for 
the Cleartec. 

You don’t feel compromised by the eco fea¬ 
tures either; the Cleartec accelerates faster 
than its conventional sister model, no doubt 
helped by the narrower and harder tyres, and 
the car handles tidily on a windy road. 

Mind you, acting the fool in this eco-friendly 
car exposes the Colt’s slightly jittery ride, but 
this is a rare complaint. The car is more refined 
and quieter than before too, after intensive 
sound absorption work. 

The revamp has cost some versatility after 
replacement of the folding/removable rear 
seats by a conventional fixed/fold flat arrange¬ 
ment, but this delivers more boot space with¬ 
out compromising head and leg room. 





Need a new car? Then visit www.carsforkentco.uk 
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2008 Ford Mondeo 2.0 Edge l40Tdci 

5dr, Hatchback, Black,Turbo Diesel, 6-Speed Manual 
Mileage 75000 


07 57 Volkswagen Transporter l.9TDi 
T28 SWB 102 BHP 

I Owner, 97,000 miles, FSH.ABS, RCL, Immob, Side 
Loading door, CD, Ply Lined,White 




J 


03 03 Mini Cooper S 3dr 

Hatchback, Grey, Petrol 1598cc, 
6-Speed Manual, 88000 Miles 




05 SS Volvo VS0 2.4 SE 

Semi-Auto Est, I owner, 59k mis, FDSH, AC, Cruise, 
ABS, PAS, RCL, immob, htd seats, SIPS, EW, ESR, 
CD, leather, alloys, Met Blue 


■ 


05 05 Mitsubishi Evo 2.0 FQ-340 1X4 
GSR 380 BHP 

35,000 miles, FSH,AC,ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, EW, Body 
Kit, EM, CD, Leather, Alloys, Flame Red 


ESTATES. MPV’S & 4x4’S 

05 55 Volvo V50 2.4 SE Semi-Auto Est, I owner, 59,000 mis, FDSH, AC, Cruise, ABS, PAS, RCL, immob, htd seats, SIPS, 

EW, ESR, CD, leather, alloys, Met Blue.£8,495 

07 57 Seat Alhambra 2.0 Tdi Reference Est, 7 seats, 6sp, I owner, 92,000 mile, FSH.ABS, PAS, RCL, immob, EW, CD, 

Met Blue.£7,995 

08 58 Ford Focus 1.8 TD Style 5dr Est, I owner, FSH, a/c, ABS, PAS, r/c/locking, immob, e/w, CD, in met black . .. .£7,495 

08 08 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Style Est, I owner, 64000 miles, FSH, AC, ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, EW, CD, Met Grey .£6,695 

07 07 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi LX Est, I owner, 73,000 miles, FSH, AC, RCL, Immob, E/Htd Mirrors, CD in Tango . .£5,995 

05 55 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Ghia Est, 6sp, 2 owners, FSH, a/c, ABS, PAS, e/w, CD, alloys, in silver.£4,695 

07 07 Vauxhall Astra 1.7 CTDI Club Est, I Owner, FSH, AC, Cruise, ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, EM, CD, Met Silver . .£4,495 
0151 Volkswagen Golf 2.0 SE Auto Est, 2 Owners, 83,000 miles, FSH, Climate, ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, EM, Htd Seats, 

CD, Met Green .£2,995 

02 02 Alfa Romeo 156 1.6 T-SparkTurismo Est, 3 Owners, 63,000 miles, FSH, AC, ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, CD, Leather, 

Alloys, Met Silver.£2,995 

SALOONS. SPORTS & PRESTIGE 

05 05 Vauxhall Astra 2.0 Bertone Turbo Convertible, 28,000 miles, FSH, AC, ABS,PAS, Cruise, RCL, Immob, EW, Htd 

Seats,Alloys, Peacock Blue.£6995 

02 52 Mercedes C230K 1.8 Coupe 2 dr, 94k, fsh, a/c, cruise, PAS, r/c/locking,immob, panoramic s/roof, e/w, CD, 

htd seats, leather, alloys, in silver.£6.495 

01 Y Subaru Impreza 2.0 WRX Turbo 4dr, 2 Owners, 75,000 miles, SH, AC, ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, EW, CD, 

Alloys, Silver.£4,995 

0606 Ford Focus 2.0 TDCi Ghia4dr, 6sp, 2 owners, 97k, FSH, a/c, e/w, ABS, PAS, cruise, r/c/locking, immob, CD, alloys, 

in met blue.£4,695 

02 52 Peugeot 206 1.6 Coupe Convertible, 59,000 miles, FSH, AC, ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, ER, EW, CD, Leather, Alloys, 

Met Blue.£4,295 

HATCHBACKS 

07 57 Seat Leon 1.9 TDi Reference 5 dr, I owner, 73k, FSH, a/c, ABS, PAS, r/c/locking, immob, e/w, CD, 

in met black.£6,995 

05 55 Vauxhall Signum 3.0 CDTi Design 5dr, 6sp, 60k, FDSH, a/c, ABS, PAS, r/c/locking, immob, e/w, CD, fogs 

alloys, in met black.£5,995 

05 55 Volkswagen Golf 1.4 S 5dr, 2 owners, 58,000k, FDSH, ABS, PAS, a/c, r/c/locking, immob, e/w, CD, in blue .. .£5,995 

07 57 Vauxhall Astra 1.3 Life CDTi 5dr, 6sp, I Owner, 48,000 miles, FSH, AC, ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, EW, CD, 

Met Black .£5,995 

03 03 Mini Cooper 1.6 S 3dr, 6sp, FDSH, AC, ABS, PAS, CBC, RCL, Immob, EW, EM, CD, 1/2 Leather, Alloys, 

Met Grey .£5,695 

07 57 Mazda 6 TS 2.0D 143 BHP, I owner, 96,000 miles, AC, ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, EW, EM, CD, Alloys, 

Met Silver.£5,495 

07 07 Ford Mondeo 2.0 LX TDCi 5dr, I Owner, 68,000 miles, FSH, AC, ABS, PAS, Cruise, RCL, Immob, EW, 

CD, Met Black .£4,995 

07 57 Renault Clio 1.2 S Dynamique 16v Turbo 3dr, I owner, 62k, FSH.ABS, PAS,A/C, E/W, CD,Alloy, 

in Met Blue.£4,995 

07 57 Ford KA 1.3 Style 3dr, I Owner, 37,000 miles, FSH.ABS, PAS, CL, Immob, EW, Radio/CD, Drivers Airbag, Cloth 

Trim,White .£3,995 

04 54 Vauxhall Vectra 1.8 Life 5dr , 96,000 miles, FSH, AC, ABS, PAS, CBC, RCL, Immob, EW, EM, CD, Met Silver . .£3,495 

04 54 Renault Clio 1.2 16V Extreme 3 3DR, I owner, 51,000 mis, FDSH, ABS, PAS, r/c/locking, immob, sunroof, 

CD, e/w, in silver .£3,495 

COMMERCIALS 

08 08 Mercedes Sprinter 311 2.2 CDi LWB Dropside, 6 speed, I owner. I 17k miles, FSH.ABS, PAS, EW, CD, 

in White.£9,995 +vat 

07 57 Mercedes Sprinter 33 I 2.4 CDi MWB, 6 speed, I owner, FSH.ABS, PAS, e/w, CD, side loading dr, 

in white .£7,695 +vat 

08 57 MitsubishiL200 2.5 DI-D4 WORK, D/C, I owner,80,000L, FSH.ABS, PAS, c/locking, immob, CD, r/d lock, 

in white .£7,495 +vat 

07 07 Mitsubishi L200 2.5 Dl-D 4 Life Double Cab, I owner 63,000 miles, FSH,AC, ABS, PAS, CL, Immob, EW, CD, 

Side steps. In white .£7,495 +vat 

07 57 Volkswagen Transporter 1.9 TDi T28 SWB 102 BHP, I owner, 97,000 miles, FSH.ABS, PAS, RCL, immob, Side 

loading door, CD, Ply Lined, White.£6,995 +vat 

07 57 Mercedes Vito 109 2.2 CDi Xtra Long Van, 6sp, I owner, I I 1,000 miles, FSH.ABS, PAS, r/c/locking, immob, CD, 

ply lined, in white.£6,995 +vat 

06 56 Mercedes Vito 109 2.2 CDi Compact SWB, 6sp, 2 Owneras, 64,000 miles, FSH.ABS, PAS.ASR, RCL, Immob, EW, 

CD,Twin Side Loading Drs,White .£6,995 +vat 

07 07 Ford Transit 100 2.4 TDCi T350 LWB, I owner, I 13k, FSH.ABS, PAS, R/C/L, Immob, CD, Met Silver . . .£5,995 +vat 

07 57 Mercedes Vito 2.2 CDi 109 LWB, 3 seater, 6sp, I Owner, I 17,000 miles, FSH.ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, CD, Ply 

Lined,Twin side loading drs,White.£6,495 +vat 

07 07 Vauxhall Astra 1.9 CDTi Sportive Van, 6sp, I owner, 79k, FSH, A/C, ABS, PAS, R/C/L, Immob, E/W, Alloys, 

Met Silver.£5,495 +vat 

07 57 Ford Transit 85 2.2D T280 SWB, 3 seater, I Owner, 104,000 miles, ABS, PAS, ESP, RCL, Immob, CD, Ply Lined, Side 

loading dr,White .£5,995 +vat 

07 07 Ford Transit 100 2.4D T350 LWB, Semi High Roof, 3 seater, I owner, I 17,000 miles, ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, CD, 

Ply lined, CD, Side loading dr, White.£5,995 +vat 

07 57 Ford Transit 85 2.2 TDCi T280 SWB, Semi High Roof, 3 seater, I owner, 103,000 miles, FSH.ABS, PAS, R/C/L, 

Immobiliser in White .£5,995 +vat 

07 07 PEUGEOT EXPERT 1,9D 815 70, 3 SEATER, I owner, 60,000 miles, FS, C/Locking, Immob, CD, Ply Lined 

in White.£4,995 +vat 

08 57 Volkswagen Caddy 2.0 SDi 69PS, I Owner, 106,000 miles,ABS, PAS.ASR, RCL, Immob, CD, Ply Lined, 

White .£4,995 +vat 

07 07 Vauxhall Astravan 1.7 CDTi Sportive, 6sp, I 10,000 miles, FSH, A/C, ABS, PAS, R/C/L, E/W, Immobiliser, Alloys, 

CD in White .£4,495 +vat 

07 07 Vauxhall Astravan 1.3 CDTi Club, 6sp, I Owner, 61,000 miles, FSH.ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, EW, CD, 

White.£3,995 +vat 

07 56 Vauxhall Astravan 1.3 CDTi Club, 6sp, I Owner, 61,000 miles, FSH.ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, CD, Ply Lined, 

White.£3,995 +vat 


Volkswagen Caddy 2.0 C20 SDi Van 

Air Bag, ABS, Power Steering, Remote Central Locking, 
Immobiliser, CD, Cloth Upholstery, Rear Wash/wipe, 
Height Adjustable Seat, Side Load Door,Twin Doorway 




08 08 Volkswagen Passat 
2.0 TDi SE est 

6 Sp, I Owner, 64000 miles, FSH, AC, ABS, PAS, RCL, 
Immob, SIPS, EW, CD,Alloys, Met Silver 


07 57 Ford Focus 1.8 TDCi Style 5dr 

I Owner, 47,000 miles, FSH,AC,ABS, PAS, RCL, Immob, 
Computer, CD, Met Blue 


05 55 Volkswagen Golf 1.4 S 5dr 

Hatchback, Blue, Petrol 1390cc, 5-Speed, Manual, 
58000 miles 




02 02 Alfa Romeo 1.6 T.sparkTurismo 
Sportwagon 

63000 miles, A/C, PAS, ABS, EW, CD,Alloys, Power 
steering, EM, service history 


6 monlKi 
Warronfy 


nw r nt i» 


hpi All vehicles DPI checked 


Mi i 
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Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/100km) and CO 2 emissions (g/km). Vauxhall range: Urban: 16.5 (17.1) - 
61.4 (4.6), Extra-urban: 32.8 (8.6) - 88.3 (3.2), Combined: 24.2 (11.7) - 76.3 (3.7). Remissions: 274 - 98g/km. 

20% saving applies to list price only and excludes options, delivery and other charges. Offer applies to selected retailer stocks at participating retailers only for vehicles registered between 27.12.10 and 31.01.11. Offer cannot be combined with any other offer, except GM Card. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty 
covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Offer available to all Vauxhall passenger cars (this offer does not apply to car derived vans). Terms and conditions apply. (Vaux106309) 


www.pomphreys.co.uk 



London Road, Bapchild, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 9AQ 


01795 

London Road, Bapchild, Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 9AQ 476222 

www.pomphreys.co.uk flMotabmty vauxhall 

P0MPHREYS ALWAYS SOMETHING EXTRA 


v fl'tfi j We’re with you all the way! 



Air Blue. 3,320 miles. Was £14995 

09 59Astra now! 

TwinTop 1.82dr only 2 


££11995 


10 PLATE 


HUGE CHOICE 

!ln»£8095 




Ranacotta. 5.675 miles. WAS £17495 

0959Zafira1.9 nowrOQQC 
CDTi Design onlyEi U/ /D 


AGILA SELECTION was JJJjJJ 

■ 

ASTRA SELECTION 


EE3 

0909 AGILA1.3DESIGN CDTI 5DR, 



0606 

ASTRA 1.6 ACTIVE EST5DR, 



Atlantis Blue, 9350 miles 

£8995 

£8695 


Silver Lightning, 18,950 miles 

£5995 

£5700 

CORSA SELECTION 

was 

mzi 

0606 

ASTRA1.6 ACTIVE 5DR, 



0757 C0RSA1.2SXI A/C3DR, 




Ultra Blue, 37,000 miles 

£5995 

£5495 

Star Silver: 9,635 miles 

£6795 

£6,500 

0656 

ASTRA 1.6 SXI 5DR, 



0757 C0RSA1.6VXR3DR, 




Metro Blue, 25,000 miles 

£6795 

£6495 

Arden Blue, 23,500 miles 

£9995 

£9635 

0808 

ASTRA1.4 BREEZE 5DR, 



0808 CORSA 1.2BREE2EPLUS3DR, 




Ultra Blue, 34,850 miles 

£6995 

£6695 

Silver Lightning, 16,900 miles 

£7495 

£6995 

0808 

ASTRA 1.8 SRI X PACK 5DR, 



0808 C0RSA1.3 CDTI BREEZE 5DR, 




Silver Lightning, 15,870 miles 

£8495 

£7995 

Flame Red, 41275 miles 

£7295 

£6995 

0809 

ASTRA1.4 SXI SPORTS 



0808 CORSA 1.3 CDTI BREEZE+3DR, 




HATCH 3DR, Red,16,810 miles 

£8995 

£8695 

Flame Red, 16,355 miles 

£7495 

£7150 

0959 

ASTRA1.8 SPORTS TWINTOP 



0858 CORSA 1.3CDTI SXIA/C5DR, 




2DR, Air Blue, 3,320 miles 

£14995 

£11995 

Silver Lightning, 16,300 miles 

£7495 

£7275 

0959 

ASTRA 1.4 ACTIVE SPORTS 



0959 CORSA 1.0ACTIVE 3DR, 




HATCH 3DR, Sovereign Silver 



Flame Red, 4,000 miles 

£7995 

£7795 


8,040 miles 

£9995 

£9600 

0959 CORSA 1.2ACTIVE 3DR, 



1059 

ASTRA2.0VXR3DR, 



Star Silver 7180 miles 

£8995 

£7995 


Arden Blue, 5,660 miles 

£16995 

£15995 

1059 CORSA 1.3 CDTI ACTIVE 3DR, 



1010 

AST RA1/8 S Rl X PACK 3DR, 



Star Silver, 7750 miles 

£9495 

£9250 


Black Sapphire, 3,490 miles 

£13995 

£11995 

1010 C0RSA1.2ENERGY3DR, 



1010 

ASTRA 2.0SRI CDTI 5DR, 



Silver Lightning, 2,045 miles 

£8995 

£8750 


Black Sapphire, 3,330 miles 

£18995 

£17995 

1010 CORSA 1.3 CDTI ENERGY3DR, 



1010 

NEWASTRA1.7 CDTI SRI 5DR, 



Glacier White, 2800 miles 

£10995 

£10395 


Power Red, 4,880 miles 

£15995 

£14995 

1010 C0RSA1.2 ENERGY 5DR, 



1010 

ASTRA1.6 EXCLUSIVE AUTO 5DR, 


Metro Blue, 2,925 miles 

£9995 

£9495 


Silver Lake, 1,100 miles 

£14995 

£12995 

1010 C0RSA1.4SE5DR, 



1010 

NEW ASTRA1.4 EXCLUSIVE 5DR, 


Beach Green, 4,740 miles 

£10995 

£10495 


Iceberg Blue, 3,000 miles 

£12995 

£11495 


NetworkQ 


m • 



1060 Corsa CQ/.QK 
Celebrity 1.2 3dr tTHTD 

■ ASTRA 


1010 

1010 

0606 

0757 


1010 

1010 

0909 

1010 


NEWASTRA1.6 EXCLUSIVE 5DR, 

Black Sapphire, 2210 miles £13995 

ASTRA1.6 EXCLUSIVE 5DR, 

Sovereign Silver DEL miles, £14995 

MERIVA SELECTION 
MERIVA1.4 DESIGN 5DR, 

Silver Lightning, 43,700 miles 
MERIVA1.4 ENERGY5DR, 

Star Silver 31,100 miles 
MERIVA 1.8 DESIGN X PACK 
5DR, Air Blue, 7,600 miles 

ZAFIRA SELECTION 
ZAFIRA 1.8 ACTIVE PLUS 5DR, 

Ultra Blue, 5,670 miles 
ZAFIRA1.9 CDTI DESIGN 5DR, 

Panacotta, 5,675 miles 
ZAFIRA1.8 ENERGY5DR, 

Sovereign Silver 1570 miles 
ZAFIRA1.8 ENERGY 5DR, 

BlackSapphire,4,325 miles _ 

INSIGNIA SELECTION was 
INSIGNIA 1.8 EXCLUSIVE 
PLUS PACK 5DR, 

Sovereign Silver TI.400 miles £11495 

INSIGNIA2.0 CDTI EXCLUSIVE 5DR, 

Star Silver 6,395 miles £15495 

VECTRA SELECTION was 

VECTRA2.2 DESIGN 5DR, 

Ultra Blue, 20345 miles £7995 


£11975 

£13495 


£5575 


£13495 

£17495 

£13995 

£13995 


£5395 

£6250 

£849 5 

ns 

£11995 

£13995 

£12995 

£12995 

£10995 

£14995 


NetworkQ NetworkQ Comprehensive Lifetime 100,000 30 day Nationwide 

Multi-Point Check Ownership Promise Warranty miles Warranty exchange vehicle search 


Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Finance subject to status. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first car owner 100,000 mile limit, annual check required. 
The warranty excludes wear & tear and serviceable items and the vehicle must be serviced in accordance with the manufacturer’s servicing schedule to continue the lifetime warranty. 
t- 1--1.. cm-ri-Li--m/—u-u-/.u:- .a —i-. —i.... ~j r d er j ve d vans) from 1st August 2010. For more information contact your local 


terms and conditions apply. Offer available to all Vauxhall passenger cars (this offer does not apply to car de 
Vauxhall Retailer orvisitwww.vauxhall.co.uk/warranty 
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CONFIRM YOUR 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

TAKE A TEST DRIVE 


FIAT PUNTO EVO 1.4 8v GP 3dr now with 
£1000 deposit contribution & Low Cost PCP 



(example, FIAT PUNTO EVO 1.4 GP 3dr 

On the road from £11595 

41 Monthly Inst £179 

FIAT Deposit 

Contribution £ 1000 

Opt Final Payment 

(inc opt fee £285) £ 3871 

Customer Deposit £ 179 

Credit Price £ 12389 

Balance to finance £10416 

3.2% Representative APR 


J G Burgess and Company 

i Ufton Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 1JB 

Tel: 01795 423815 email: burgessfiat@aol.com 

Opening hours: 8.00 am - 6.00 pm Monday - Friday 
8.30 am - 4.00 pm Saturday 
Sunday - closed 

With Fiat i-deal you have the option to return the vehicle and not to pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed mileage 
(10,000 in this example) and being in good condition. Excess charges of 6p per mile may apply. Offer subject to status. A guarantee or indemnity may be 
required. Fiat Auto Financial Services, PO Box 108, Leeds LS27 0WU. Retail customers only. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Terms and 
conditions apply. Offer applies to new vehicles registered by 31/3/2011. 



ALFA ROMEO 

147, TS LUSSO, 2002, abs brakes 
alloy wheels cruise control electric 
windows immobiliser power steering, 
iridescent nuvola blue, 40000 miles, 
£2500, Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 
(TRADE) 

147, TS TURISMO, 2008, abs brakes 
air conditioning alarm fitted alloy 
wheels cd player central locking 
climate control drivers airbag electric 
windows front fog lights full service 
history immobiliser metallic paint split 
folding rear seats sports seats trip 
computer curtain airbags remote 
central locking isofix child seat points 
remote adjustable steering column 
rear headrests 3x3 point rear seat 
belts heated door mirrors height adj 
drivers seat space saver spare wheel, 
red, 14500 miles, £6300, Ramsgate, 
0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

147, TS LUSSO, 2002, abs brakes 
alloy wheels cruise control electric 
windows immobiliser power steering, 
iridescent nuvola blue, 40000 miles, 
£2500, Ashford, 0844 826 5918 
(TRADE) 

147, TS TURISMO, 2008, abs brakes 
air conditioning alarm fitted alloy 
wheels cd player central locking 
climate control drivers airbag electric 
windows front fog lights full service 
history immobiliser metallic paint 
power fold mirrors split folding rear 
seats sports seats trip computer 
curtain airbags remote central locking 
isofix child seat points remote audio 
controls adjustable steering column 
rear headrests 3x3 point rear seat 
belts heated door mirrors height adj 
drivers seat space saver spare wheel, 
red, 14500 miles, £6300, Ashford, 
0844 826 5918 (TRADE) 


147, TS LUSSO, 2002, abs brakes 
alloy wheels cruise control electric 
windows immobiliser power steering, 
iridescent nuvola blue, 40000 miles, 
£2500, Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 
(TRADE) 

147, TS TURISMO, 2008, abs brakes 
air conditioning alarm fitted alloy 
wheels cd player central locking 
climate control drivers airbag electric 
windows split folding rear seats 
sports seats trip computer curtain 
airbags remote central locking isofix 
child seat points remote audio 
controls adjustable steering column 
heated door mirrors red, 14500 
miles, £6300, Canterbury, 0844 856 
4494 (TRADE) 

147, TS TURISMO, 2008, abs brakes 
air conditioning alarm fitted alloy 
wheels cd player central locking 
climate control drivers airbag electric 
windows front fog lights full service 
history immobiliser metallic paint 
remote audio controls adjustable 
steering column rear headrests 3x3 
point rear seat belts heated door 
mirrors height adj drivers seat space 
saver spare wheel, red, 14500 miles, 
£6300, Tunbridge Wells, 08448 
759297 (TRADE) 


AUDI 


A3, 2.0T FSI S LINE DSG, 2006, abs 
brakes alarm fitted alloy wheels 
drivers airbag electric windows front 
fog lights immobiliser leather interior 
multiple airbags power steering 
sports seats column body coloured 
bumpers rear headrests 3x3 point 
rear seat belts heated door mirrors 
height adj drivers seat space saver 
spare wheel, grey, 84428 miles, 
£8750, Ashford, 0844 826 5918 
(TRADE) 


£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££ 

f WANTED FOR* 


£ CASH £ 


ALL CUtS, VANS TRUCKS & 

1 4X48 WITH OR WITHOUT MOT. 2 

ANY ACE OR CONDITION CONSIDERED. 2 
£ SAME DAY COLLECTION SERVICE. £ 

£ A KCC registered company £ 


07802 807877 


£££££££££££££££££££££££££££££££ 


A3, 1.6, 2010, abs brakes air 
conditioning alloy wheels cd player 
electric windows immobiliser metallic 
paint multiple airbags power steering 
traction control remote central 
locking, silver, 8367 miles, £15000, 
Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

A3, 2.0 TDi 170 SE 3dr S Tronic, 

2006, abs brakes alarm fitted alloy 
wheels cd player cruise control 
traction control remote central 
locking heated door mirrors height 
adj drivers seat, pearl moro blue, 
24000 miles, £10495, Ashford, 0844 
826 5918 (TRADE) 

A3, TFSI Black Edition( Plus 
Motorparks Pack and Del), 2009, abs 
brakes alarm fitted alloy wheels 
drivers airbag electric windows 
immobiliser multiple airbags power 
steering single cd player traction 
control remote central locking, white, 
15385 miles, £18000, Ashford, 0844 
826 5918 (TRADE) 

A3, 2.0 tdi se, 2006, abs brakes air 
conditioning alarm fitted alloy wheels 
cd player central locking diesel 
electric windows immobiliser metallic 
paint power steering traction control 
twin airbags remote central locking 
adjustable steering column front 
armrest body coloured bumpers rear 
headrests 3x3 point rear seat belts 
heated door mirrors height adj drivers 
seat, silver, 59000 miles, £9000, 
Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 (TRADE) 

A3, Sport (Plus Motorparks Pack and 
Delivery), 2003, abs brakes alloy 
wheels drivers airbag electric 
windows immobiliser power steering 
single cd player, silver, 68000 miles, 
£6000, Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 
(TRADE) 

A3, SE FSI, 2006, air conditioning 
alarm fitted cd player central locking 
electric windows full service history 
metallic paint multiple airbags remote 
central locking, mauve met. 24500 
miles, £9500, Canterbury, 0844 856 
4494 (TRADE) 

A3, Sport (Plus Motorparks Pack and 
Delivery), 2006, abs brakes alloy 
wheels drivers airbag electric 
windows immobiliser multiple airbags 
power steering single cd player 
remote central locking, blue, 35000 
miles, £10000, Canterbury, 0844 856 
4494 (TRADE) 

A3, SE FSI, 2006, air conditioning 
alarm fitted cd player central locking 
electric windows full service history 
metallic paint multiple airbags remote 
central locking, mauve met. 24500 
miles, £9500, Maidstone, 08448 
759296 (TRADE) 


BMW 

1 SERIES, 120DM Sport 2.0, 2010, 
abs brakes air conditioning alarm 
fitted alloy wheels automatic 
transmission cd player diesel drivers 
airbag body coloured bumpers height 
adj drivers seat, titanium silver, 2539 
miles, £23000, Ramsgate, 0844 856 
4496 (TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 120SP0RT, 2005, abs 
brakes air conditioning alloy wheels 
cd player central locking diesel 
electric windows full service history 
half leather trim metallic paint, met 
blue, 110000 miles, £7000, 

Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 118D ES 2.0, 2007, abs 
brakes air conditioning alarm fitted 
alloy wheels cd player diesel drivers 
airbag electric windows front fog 
lights full service history immobiliser 
metallic paint trip computer remote 
remote audio controls body coloured 
bumpers 3x3 point rear seat belts 
height adj drivers seat, titanium silver, 
15629 miles, £12000, Ramsgate, 
0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 1161 SE, 2005, abs brakes 
air conditioning alloy wheels cd 
player electric windows immobiliser 
metallic paint multiple airbags power 
steering f deactivation switch remote 
central locking isofix child seat points 
adjustable steering column 3x3 point 
rear seat belts height adj drivers seat, 
grey, 59000 miles, £7000, Ramsgate, 
0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 116i SPORT, 2006, abs 
brakes alloy wheels cd player electric 
windows front fog lights immobiliser 
metallic paint power steering remote 
central locking remote audio controls, 
blue, 24123 miles, £9000, Ramsgate, 
0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 120d Sport, 2006, abs 
brakes alloy wheels drivers airbag 
electric windows immobiliser multiple 
airbags power steering single cd 
player traction control front parking 
sensors, black, 44450 miles, £11000, 
Ashford, 0844 826 5918 (TRADE) 

1 SERIES, SE STEP AUTO, 2005, abs 
brakes air conditioning alloy wheels 
automatic transmission diesel electric 
windows power steering, solid japan 
red, 46400 miles, £8200, Ashford, 
0844 826 5918 (TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 320 SE, 2006, abs brakes 
alarm fitted alloy wheels cd player 
central locking climate control diesel 
drivers airbag electric windows full 
service history immobiliser power 
steering, black, 62000 miles, £8500, 
Ashford, 0844 826 5918 (TRADE) 




' e-cars 

Grab yourself a great deal at e-cars 



*=0.4* 



2001 BMW 320 Ci SE Individual 

auto/man, 62000 with full S/H, unique mauve 
colour with matching interior. £5495 



2004 Mercedes C200 Kompressor 

4 dr saloon, silver/black leather, facelift 
model, auto/man with full S/H. £7995 


2006 Polo, 1.2 3 dr Hatch 

met blue, new shape, manual, 40k, CD, etc 

£4995 



2002 MGTF "cool blue" Convertible 

silver with black hard top and new matching 
alloys, red soft top, 41000k. £3295 


GENERAL CARS 

2004 MERCEDES C200 KOMPRESSOR, 4 dr saloon, silver/black leather, facelift model, 

auto/man with full S/H.£7,995 

2001 BMW 320CI (individual) 62k, very rare, auto/manual.£5,495 

2006 VW POLO 1.2, 3dr hatch, met blue, new shape, manual, 40k, CD.£4,995 

1998 BMW Z3 2.8, manual, elec roof, alloys.£4,995 

2004 Peugeot 607 4 door saloon, 2.0 HDI Diesel, manual, silver, luxury & economy only.£3,395 

2003 ROVER 1.8 T CONNOISEUR, blue, manual, PAS, E/W, alloys.£2,495 

2000 FORD FOCUS 1.8 LX manual 5 dr hatchback, pale metallic green, ever popular family car at only.£1,995 

1999 VW GOLF 1.6 SE 5 SP MANUAL, green, 5 dr hatch, e/w, PAS, A/C with 1 year MOT + 6 mths tax.£1,995 

2001 CITROEN SAXO VTR, 3 door sports hatchback, metallic red, all usual electric extras, tax and 

MoT. Lovely condition.£1,995 

1998 VW PASSAT 1.8 2.0v Turbo, Saloon, 4 dr, metalic blue.£1,895 

1999 CHRYSLER VOYAGER 3.3 Auto, 24 MPG 7 seat MPV, leather seats, electric everything and pure 

luxury at only.£1,795 


1999 ROVER 75 CLASSIC 2.0, auto, blue, immaculate condition.£1,495 

1998 RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC, 5 seat MPV, manual, tax and MoT, ever popular family car at only...£1,295 

CONVERTIBLES 

1998 BMW Z3 2.8 manual, blue with black elec roof, alloys, wide wheel arch model .£4,995 

2002 MGTF "cool blue" convertible, silver with black hard top and new matching alloys 

red soft top, 41000k.£3,295 

2000 VW GOLF CABRIOLET, 1.6 manual, bright red with black electric roof.£2,495 

1999 SAAB 9-3 turbo convertible, silver, auto, alloys, black e/roof, taxed and MOT'd.£2,495 

1998 MG TF Convertible 1.8, red, 66k.£1,995 

P/X BARGAINS 

2000 PEUGEOT 106 GTi 1600, 3 door hatch, red, alloys, really quick.£1,995 

1997 ROVER 200 1.6 3 dr AUTOMATIC, red with black trim, tax and MOT.£1,495 

1999 RENAULT MEGANE 1.6 RT 5 door hatch, red, with contrasting interior.£995 

1999 FORD MONDEO 2.0 LX 5 door hatch, silver.£995 

1995 Saab 9000 CDE, Auto, 4 door saloon tax & tested.£595 


www.e-carsmedway.co.uk • ajso see our stock on www.motors.co.uk 

01634 401 001 or 07810 167 890 • 57-59 Luton HI0i Street, Chatham, Kent, ME5 7LP. • enMfeadeiOe«m)Mdwqrxauk 


CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH - WARRANTIES - FINANCE AVAILABLE 
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1 SERIES, 120SP0RT, 2005, abs 
brakes air conditioning alloy wheels 
cd player central locking diesel 
electric windows full service history 
half leather trim metallic paint, met 
blue, 110000 miles, £7000, Ashford, 
0844 826 5918 (TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 118i SE 5 DOOR, 2008, 
abs brakes air conditioning alarm 
fitted alloy wheels bluetooth car kit 
cd player central locking climate 
control electric windows front fog 
lights metallic paint multiple airbags 
power steering sports seats tinted 
glass front armrest, silver metallic, 
29621 miles, £10500, Ashford, 0844 
826 5918 (TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 116i ES (6), 2006, abs 
brakes air conditioning alarm fitted 
alloy wheels cd player central locking 
drivers airbag electric windows 
power steering, grey, 27599 miles, 
£10500, Ashford, 0844 826 5918 
(TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 1181 SE 5 door, 2008, abs 
brakes air conditioning alarm fitted 
alloy wheels bluetooth car kit cd 
player central locking climate control 
electric windows front fog lights full 
service history metallic paint multiple 
airbags power steering sports seats 
tinted glass front armrest, silver 
metallic, 29621 miles, £10500, 
Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 (TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 118iM Sport (6), 2006, 
silver, 47642 miles, £10000, 
Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 (TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 116i ES (6), 2006, abs 
brakes air conditioning alarm fitted 
alloy wheels cd player central locking 
drivers airbag electric windows 
power steering, grey, 27599 miles, 
£10500, Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 
(TRADE) 

1 SERIES, 116i M Sport 1.6, 2007, 
abs brakes air conditioning alarm 
fitted alloy wheels cd player drivers 
airbag electric windows front fog 
lights full service history immobiliser 
metallic paint multiple airbags 
adjustable steering column body 
coloured bumpers 3x3 point rear seat 
belts height adj drivers seat, 
sapphire black, 42868 miles, £11500, 
Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 (TRADE) 

CITROEN 

Cl, I.Oi VT 3dr Hatch, gllOawf, pas, 
abs, radio/cd, passenger airbag, 
steering wheel rake adjustment, 
drivers airbag, front head restraints, 
cloth seat trim, full size spare wheel, 
steel wheels, rear wiper, red, 480 
miles, £5995, Tunbridge Wells, 01892 
549766 (TRADE) 


Cl, I.Oi Splash 5dr Hatch Special 
Edition, gk60tnf, pas, abs, air 
conditioning, remote central locking, 
front electric windows, radio/cd, 
passenger airbag, steering wheel 
rake adjustment, drivers airbag, full 
size spare wheel, steel wheels, cloth 
seat trim, rear wiper, front head 
restraints, blue, 10 miles, £7345, 
Tunbridge Wells, 01892 549766 
(TRADE) 

Cl, I.Oi Splash 3dr Hatch Special 
Edition, gj60vvu, pas, abs, air 
conditioning, remote central locking, 
front electric windows, radio/cd, 
passenger airbag, steering wheel 
rake adjustment, drivers airbag, full 
size spare wheel, steel wheels, cloth 
seat trim, rear wiper, front head 
restraints, blue, 10 miles, £6995, 
Tunbridge Wells, 01892 549766 
(TRADE) 

Cl, 1.4, 2008, cd player drivers 
airbag, red, 55 miles, £11000, 
Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

Cl, 1.4, 2008, silver, 50 miles, 
£10990, Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 
(TRADE) 

Cl, VT (Price plus charges for paint 
and delivery), 2010, grey, 6 miles, 
£6413, Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 
(TRADE) 

Cl, Vibe, 2006, abs brakes central 
locking drivers airbag immobiliser 
multiple airbags power steering 
single cd player, blue, 42411 miles, 
£4000, Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 
(TRADE) 

Cl, VT (Price plus charges for paint 
and delivery), 2010, cd player drivers 
airbag power steering, green, 6 miles, 
£6413, Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 
(TRADE) 

Cl, 1.4 HDI Rhythm, 2009, abs 
brakes cd player immobiliser metallic 
paint multiple airbags power steering 
front passenger air bag deactivation 
switch remote central locking isofix 
child seat points space saver spare 
wheel, silver, 2000 miles, £7500, 
Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

Cl, VT, 2010, blue, 6 miles, £6665, 
Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

Cl, I.Oi AIRPLAY, 2007, cd player 
electric windows power steering 
tonneau cover remote central locking, 
red, 18500 miles, £5000, Ramsgate, 
0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

Cl, Cool, 2007, cd player drivers 
airbag immobiliser, grey, 20160 
miles, £4700, Ramsgate, 0844 856 
4496 (TRADE) 


FIAT 

BRAVO, T-Jet Active, 2010, abs 
brakes alarm fitted cd player central 
locking drivers airbag electric 
windows immobiliser multiple airbags 
power steering, silver, 2772 miles, 
£9000, Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 
(TRADE) 

BRAVO, T-Jet Sport, 2009, abs brakes 
air conditioning alloy wheels cd 
player central locking drivers airbag 
electric windows immobiliser multiple 
airbags power steering reverse 
parking aid, blue, 14475 miles, 

£7500, Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 
(TRADE) 

BRAVO, T-Jet Dynamic, 2009, abs 
brakes alloy wheels cd player central 
locking climate control drivers airbag 
electric windows immobiliser multiple 
airbags power steering, grey, 7000 
miles, £7500, Ramsgate, 0844 856 
4496 (TRADE) 

BRAVO, Multijet Dynamic Eco, 2010, 
abs brakes alloy wheels cd player 
central locking cruise control drivers 
airbag electric windows immobiliser 
multiple airbags power steering, grey, 
3585 miles, £13000, Ramsgate, 0844 
856 4496 (TRADE) 

BRAVO, 1.4 TJet 150 Active, 2007, 
abs brakes air conditioning cd player 
central locking electric windows 
immobiliser metallic paint multiple 
airbags trip computer deactivation 
switch remote central locking isofix 
child seat points remote audio 
controls, black, 23562 miles, 

£6500, Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 
(TRADE) 

BRAVO, 1.4 T-Jet Active 5dr Hatch, 
pas, abs, remote central locking, front 
electric windows, front fog lights, trip 
computer, side airbags, electricdoor 
mirrors, steering wheel reach 
adjustment, drivers airbag, rear 
headrests, front head restraints, cloth 
seat trim, folding rear seats, body 
coloured bumpers, space saver spare 
wheel, isofix child seat anchor points, 
3x3 point rear seat belts, immobiliser, 
height adjustable drivers seat, grey 
metallic, 18000 miles, £7495, 
Tunbridge Wells, 01892 549766 
(TRADE) 

BRAVO, 1.9 MULTIJET 150 DYNAMIC, 
2007, abs brakes air conditioning 
alloy wheels bluetooth car kit cd 
player diesel electric windows 
immobiliser metallic paint power 
steering tonneau cover remote central 
locking remote audio controls body 
coloured bumpers height adj drivers 
seat, blue, 39131 miles, £7000, 
Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 


FORD 

FIESTA, Style 5 Dr TDCI 68PS(-), 
2009, non standard colour, 22141 
miles, £8780, Canterbury, 0844 856 
4494 (TRADE) 

FIESTA, Zetec S, 2009, abs brakes air 
conditioning alloy wheels cd player 
diesel drivers airbag electric windows 
full service history immobiliser 
metallic paint power steering tinted 
glass multi functional tunepoint (i-pod 
and mp3 connection) remote audio 
controls heated door mirrors height 
adj drivers seat, panther black, 8000 
miles, £11000, Canterbury, 0844 856 
4494 (TRADE) 

FIESTA, GHIA1.6TD, 2007, abs 
brakes alarm fitted central locking 
diesel full service history immobiliser 
multiple airbags power steering, 
ocean blue, 15332 miles, £7500, 
Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 (TRADE) 

FIESTA, Edge, 2010, abs brakes 
alarm fitted cd player central locking 
drivers airbag electric windows 
immobiliser power steering split 
folding rear seats remote central 
locking adjustable steering column 
body coloured bumpers rear 
headrests 3x3 point rear seat belts, 
silver, 16263 miles, £8925, 
Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 (TRADE) 

FIESTA, 1.25 Style, 2009, abs brakes 
cd player electric windows 
immobiliser multiple airbags power 
steering front passenger air bag 
deactivation switch remote central 
locking isofix child seat points, blue, 
3500 miles, £8750, Canterbury, 0844 
856 4494 (TRADE) 

FIESTA, Zetec Climate, 2009, abs 
brakes air conditioning alloy wheels 
cd player central locking drivers 
airbag electric windows front fog 
lights immobiliser power steering 
single cd player split folding rear 
seats remote central locking 
quickclear windscreen, blue, 34930 
miles, £7000, Canterbury, 0844 856 
4494 (TRADE) 

FIESTA, 1.4 Zetec, 2009, abs brakes 
air conditioning alarm fitted alloy 
wheels bluetooth car kit cd player 
drivers airbag electric windows front 
fog lights full service history 
immobiliser trip computer twin 
airbags remote central locking multi 
functional tunepoint (i-pod and mp3 
connection) quickclear windscreen 
remote audio controls adjustable 
steering column body coloured 
bumpers 3x3 point rear seat belts 
height adj drivers seat, avalon grey, 
3252 miles, £10000, Ashford, 0844 
826 5918 (TRADE) 


FIESTA, Zetec (Climate), 2007, abs 
brakes air conditioning alloy wheels 
drivers airbag electric windows front 
fog lights multiple airbags power 
steering single cd player remote 
central locking, blue, 12327 miles, 
£7000, Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 
(TRADE) 

FIESTA, Zetec, 2007, abs brakes air 
conditioning alarm fitted alloy wheels 
automatic transmission cd player 
central locking drivers airbag electric 
windows full service history 
immobiliser metallic paint power 
steering single cd player tonneau 
cover trip computer, moondust silver, 
18660 miles, £8000, Canterbury, 
0844 856 4494 (TRADE) 

FIESTA, 1.25 Style, 2009, abs brakes 
cd player electric windows 
immobiliser multiple airbags power 
steering front passenger air bag 
deactivation switch remote central 
locking isofix child seat points remote 
audio controls adjustable steering 
column 3x3 point rear seat belts 
height adj drivers seat, red, 3000 
miles, £8500, Canterbury, 0844 856 
4494 (TRADE) 

FOCUS C-MAX, 2008, white, 55 
miles, £21100, Canterbury, 0844 856 
4494 (TRADE) 

FOCUS C-MAX, 2008, abs brakes 
alarm fitted central locking front fog 
lights multi cd player multiple 
airbags, black, 55 miles, £21100, 
Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 (TRADE) 

FOCUS C-MAX, 2007, abs brakes air 
conditioning cd player central locking 
drivers airbag electric windows 
immobiliser power steering traction 
control trip computer, tonic, 15291 
miles, £11000, Canterbury, 0844 856 
4494 (TRADE) 

FOCUS C-MAX, 2007, abs brakes air 
conditioning cd player diesel electric 
windows immobiliser metallic paint 
multiple airbags power steering 
tonneau cover remote central locking, 
verdigres, 34145 miles, £8000, 
Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 (TRADE) 

FOCUS C-MAX, 2007, abs brakes air 
conditioning alarm fitted alloy wheels 
automatic transmission cd player 
central locking electric windows front 
fog lights full service history 
immobiliser metallic paint multiple 
airbags power steering tinted glass 
trip computer twin airbags front 
parking sensors remote central 
locking multi functional tunepoint (i- 
pod and mp3 connection) quickclear 
windscreen remote audio controls, 
silver, 25716 miles, £6999, 
Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 (TRADE) 


HONDA 

CIVIC, 2.2EX, 2008, abs brakes alarm 
fitted alloy wheels cd player central 
locking climate control cruise control 
diesel drivers airbag electric windows 
front fog lights full service history 
metallic paint power fold mirrors, 
black, 82589 miles, £9000, 
Maidstone, 08448 759296 (TRADE) 

CIVIC, ES, 2010, abs brakes alloy 
wheels automatic transmission cd 
player central locking climate control 
cruise control height adj drivers seat, 
black, 10 miles, £16000, Tunbridge 
Wells, 08448 759297 (TRADE) 

CIVIC, ES, 2010, abs brakes alloy 
wheels bluetooth car kit central 
locking climate control cruise control 
front fog lights power fold mirrors 
multiple airbags single cd player 
remote central locking auto 
headlights and wipers, red, 10210 
miles, £14000, Tunbridge Wells, 
08448 759297 (TRADE) 

CIVIC, 2.2ES, 2006, abs brakes alarm 
fitted alloy wheels cd player central 
locking climate control cruise control 
diesel electric windows full service 
history metallic paint, silver, 76296 
miles, £7700, Maidstone, 08448 
759296 (TRADE) 

CIVIC, 14SE, 2008, abs brakes air 
conditioning alarm fitted alloy wheels 
cd player central locking electric 
windows metallic paint, galaxy grey, 
15996 miles, £8390, Maidstone, 
08448 759296 (TRADE) 

CIVIC, SI, 2010, abs brakes alloy 
wheels automatic transmission 
climate control drivers airbag electric 
windows multiple airbags power 
steering sliding rear seats trip 
computer remote central locking 
height adj drivers seat, red, 10 miles, 
£14000, Tunbridge Wells, 08448 
759297 (TRADE) 

CIVIC, 1.4 TYPES, 2010, abs brakes 
air conditioning alarm fitted alloy 
wheels cd player central locking 
electric windows metallic paint, silver, 
6309 miles, £10500, Maidstone, 
08448 759296 (TRADE) 

CIVIC, 1.4 se i-dsi, 2008, abs brakes 
air conditioning alarm fitted cd player 
central locking climate control drivers 
airbag electric windows full service 
history immobiliser metallic paint 
multiple airbags power steering 
single cd player tinted glass tonneau 
cover traction control trip computer 
curtain airbags heated door mirrors 
height adj drivers seat, alabaster 
silver, 41500 miles, £7800, Tunbridge 
Wells, 08448 759297 (TRADE) 


CIVIC, ES ELITE PACK PLUS, 2010, 
abs brakes alloy wheels bluetooth car 
kit climate control cruise control 
drivers airbag electric windows front 
fog lights metallic paint power fold 
mirrors power steering trip computer 
remote central locking adjustable 
steering column rear headrests 3x3 
point rear seat belts height adj drivers 
seat, black, 2010 miles, £17000, 
Tunbridge Wells, 08448 759297 
(TRADE) 

CIVIC, ES l-VTEC, 2010, abs brakes 
air conditioning alloy wheels cd 
player electric windows immobiliser 
power steering split folding rear seats 
tinted glass trip computer panoramic 
sunroof remote central locking 
remote audio controls adjustable 
steering column height adj drivers 
seat, black, 5000 miles, £16000, 
Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 (TRADE) 

CIVIC, 1.8 i-VTEC SE, 2007, abs 
brakes air conditioning alloy wheels 
cd player drivers airbag electric 
windows immobiliser metallic paint 
multiple airbags power steering front 
passenger air bag deactivation switch 
remote central locking isofix child 
seat points remote audio controls 
adjustable steering column 3x3 point 
rear seat belts height adj drivers seat, 
silver, 52000 miles, £7250, 
Canterbury, 0844 856 4494 
(TRADE) 

RENAULT 

MEGANE, 16V Generation, 2010, abs 
brakes air conditioning cd player 
central locking cruise control drivers 
airbag electric windows immobiliser 
multiple airbags power steering, grey, 
10 miles, £9995, Ashford, 0844 826 
5918 (TRADE) 

Megane, 1.6, 2008, black, 55 miles, 
£22600, Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 
(TRADE) 

MEGANE, 1.6, 2008, grey, 44 miles, 
£22600, Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 
(TRADE) 

MEGANE, 1.6 WT DYNAMIQUE, 2004, 
abs brakes cd player electric 
windows immobiliser metallic paint 
multiple airbags power steering 
remote central locking remote audio 
controls, green, 41268 miles, £4000, 
Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

MEGANE, 16V 110 1-Music, 2010, abs 
brakes air conditioning alloy wheels 
cd player central locking drivers 
airbag electric windows immobiliser 
multiple airbags power steering 
reverse parking aid, orange, 22 miles, 
£12995, Ashford, 0844 826 5918 
(TRADE) 


SEAT 

IBIZA, TSI Bocanegra, 2009, abs 
brakes air conditioning alloy wheels 
automatic transmission cd player 
sports seats traction control trip 
computer remote central locking 
isofix child seat points remote audio 
controls, red, 7369 miles, £14000, 
Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

IBIZA, 1.9, 2008, black, 5623 miles, 
£13600, Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 
(TRADE) 

IBIZA, Sport, 2009, abs brakes air 
conditioning alloy wheels cd player 
central locking electric windows front 
fog lights full service history 
immobiliser single cd player split 
folding rear seats sports seats trip 
computer remote central locking 
isofix child seat points remote audio 
controls, grey, 6100 miles, £10000, 
Ramsgate, 0844 856 4496 (TRADE) 

IBIZA, Sport SC, 2008, abs brakes air 
conditioning alloy wheels cd player 
central locking electric windows front 
fog lights full service history 
immobiliser metallic paint multiple 
airbags power steering single cd 
player split folding rear seats sports 
seats trip computer remote central 
locking isofix child seat points remote 
audio controls, citrus yellow, 7500 
miles, £9400, Ramsgate, 0844 856 
4496 (TRADE) 

VAUXHALL 

CORSA, 1.2i 16V SXi inTouch, 2009, 
abs brakes air conditioning alloy 
wheels cd player electric windows 
front fog lights immobiliser multiple 
airbags power steering satellite 
navigation split folding rear seats 
sports seats remote audio controls 
adjustable steering column body 
coloured bumpers rear headrests 3x3 
point rear seat belts heated door 
mirrors height adj drivers seat, blazer 
blue, 31500 miles, £7000, Ashford, 
0844 826 5918 (TRADE) 

CORSA, 1.4116V (100) SXi 5dr (2010 
-), 2007, abs brakes alarm fitted 
alloy wheels cd player central locking 
multiple airbags power steering 
adjustable steering column rear 
headrests height adj drivers seat, 
black, 30895 miles, £6000, Ashford, 
0844 826 5918 (TRADE) 

CORSA, 16V SXI, 2006, abs brakes 
alloy wheels electric windows 
immobiliser leather interior remote 
central locking adjustable steering 
column rear headrests, pearl black, 
39200 miles, £4000, Ashford, 0844 
826 5918 (TRADE) 


SELL YOUR CAR 

Buy 2 weeks and get the 3rd 


FREE 


Hyourashford 

yourcanterbury 


yourswale 

Hyourthanet 


yourmedway \ 
Hyourmaidstone 


yourshepway 

ipyourdover 


Lineage 

Approx. 20 words 
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3x1 Box Ad 

k P/Wk ) 


3x1 

Max. 25 words 


Contact us on: 

01303 817150 MWffiaj 

Email: advertisingOkosmedia.co.uk Ma 

Deadline for advertisements for the newspapers: Friday midday 

We can process your payment via telephone, fax, post or email using all mv ^ m [ 
major credit cards^/ 

Photographs 

You can send in a photograph via email to 
advertisingldkosmedia.co.uk. If you are unsure please 
telephone one of our advisors on 01303 817150. 


£7,995.00 

6x2 

Max. 25 words 


6*2 photo j 
VP/w k / 



What do you get for your money? 

Advertisement in the ‘Your Local’ of your choice 
reaching thousands of adults across ‘Your Local’ 
area regularly each week. 

Plus free listing on carsforkent.co.uk where there 
are thousands of other Kent cars on sale every day. 

When you place a private advertisement with 
KOSMedia you get a unique combination of printed 
and online media within Britain’s award-winning 
newspaper group and our fast- growing websites. 


Deadline for sending us photo advertisements is Friday at 
midday prior to Wednesdays publication. 





















FOR local homes in your area and across the rest of the county visitpropertyforkent.co.uk " ° * 

propertyforkent 


PROPERTY NEWS 


Winter brings call to 
go online to cut bills 

HOMEOWNERS using online energy 
plans are paying £140 a year less on 
average for heating and hot water and 
£229 less on total bills than customers 
on standard tariffs, according to new 
research by uSwitch.com 

The news comes as UK families face 
higher energy prices and one of the cold¬ 
est winters in a century, with each cold 
snap adding about £7 a week on to fuel 
bills. 

However, while the typical household 
now faces an annual energy bill of 
£1,239 a year - up 3.8 per cent from 
September 2010 - online customers are 
typically paying £229 a year less for 
their total energy bills. 

Tom Lyon, energy expert at 
uSwitch.com, said: “When winter fuel 
bills start to hit doormats consumers 
could be in for a nasty shock. They will 
be facing the combined impact of winter 
price rises along with a potential £7 a 
week additional cost caused by severe 
cold weather. 

“The concern is that many will react by 
cutting down on heating and hot water, 
whereas they could cut the cost of these 
essentials by £140 a year by moving 
online.” 

Mr Lyon added that online energy 
plans are “consistently the most compet¬ 
itive” on the market. 

Owners 'improving 
homes for the future' 

DIY HOME improvements among 
Britain’s property owners are fast 
approaching an all-time high, one expert 
has said. 

Anna-Marie DeSouza, editor of Build 
It Magazine, said new DIY books, TV 
shows and celebrities had helped make 
renovations and interior design more 
fashionable and accessible. 

“Now more than ever before, people 
are enjoying spending their time and 
money improving their home,” she said. 

Meanwhile, a recent HSBC survey 
revealed that Brits are now more likely 
to ‘make do and mend’ than they were 12 
months ago. 

According to the research, 50 per cent 
of homeowners would seek a repair esti¬ 
mate on a broken household appliance, 
rather than splashing out on a replace¬ 
ment. 

Ms DeSouza added that UK house¬ 
holds are currently “investing in their 
homes” in an effort to “future-proof’ 
their property for years to come. 
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Buyers' confidence low 
as uncertainty continues 

■ BY NICK AMES 

A SURVEY of 5,287 homeowners 
by online property website 
Zoopla.co.uk has revealed housing 
market confidence is at a two-year 
low. 

Despite this, more than half - 54 per cent - 
of those questioned said they expect house 
prices to rise over the first six months of 2011. 

But this is down from the 81 per cent report¬ 
ed this time last year. 

The website’s housing market sentiment 
survey found that the number of homeowners 
who expect property prices to fall over the six- 
month period is currently at one in three, up 
from one in four last quarter. 

Meanwhile, those surveyed expect house 
prices to grow by 1.9 per cent over the six- 
month period, down from an expected three 
per cent rise three months ago. 

Many experts have predicted that the hous¬ 
ing market will remain subdued in 2011, due 
to uncertainty surrounding the economy and 
the ongoing mortgage rationing by lenders. 

The recent weather has also been bad news 
for the market. 

December’s heavy snowfall had a negative 
impact on many companies and housebuilder 
Persimmon was no exception. 

The housebuilder, which is the UK’s second 
largest by market value, said sales activity fell 
by 50 per cent in December, but said it had 
seen an encouraging start to the year. 

The company reported a considerable 
increase in underlying profits for 2010, after 
turnover rose by 10 per cent to £1.57 billion. 

Furthermore, completions were up to 9,384 
in 2010 - compared with 8,976 the previous 
year. 

Commenting, the company said: “It is too 
early in the New Year to assess the likely out¬ 
come of the forthcoming spring sales season. 

“However, we believe that prospective pur¬ 
chasers who may have postponed visits to our 



developments due to the harsh weather condi¬ 
tions prior to the year-end, will return during 
the coming weeks.” 

In related news, the Halifax revealed UK 
house prices fell by 1.3 per cent last month 
compared with November. 


The latest house price fall takes the average 
cost of a UK home to £162,435, the Halifax 
said. 

According to the lender, which is part of the 
Lloyds Banking Group, house prices are now 
1.6 per cent lower than a year ago. 


Parents can borrow to help kids move out 


HOUSEBUILDER Barratt is aiming to help 
kick-start the housing market by launching a 
scheme that allows parents to borrow money 
to get their children on to the property ladder. 

The initiative with Hitachi Capital (UK) 
PLC is designed to tackle the problems faced 
by young people who cannot secure mortgages 
without massive deposits. 

The company announced the planned 
scheme in a trading update that showed its 


average selling prices jumped by about six per 
cent to around £176,000 from July to 
December last year. 

It completed 4,832 sales, down from 5,053 in 
the same period a year earlier, with almost 
three in 10 sales using shared equity schemes 
such as the Government’s HomeBuy Direct 
initiative. 

Barratt expects sales to be about £875m for 
the six months, slightly up on last year’s 


£872.4m, but its operating margin has dou¬ 
bled to five per cent. 

Chief executive Mark Clare said: “The group 
has delivered a significant improvement in 
both average selling prices and operating mar¬ 
gin, even though sales volumes have been 
affected by difficult trading conditions. 

“We are on course to make further progress 
as we open new higher margin sites and con¬ 
tinue to be value and quality-focused.” 


IF YOU ARE THINKING OF MOVING, TAKE A LOOK AT HOMES AND 
DEVELOPMENTS ACROSS THE COUNTY tv yourkenttv.co.uk 
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*Terms and conditions apply. Offer available on selected plots only. Prices correct at print date. Photograph depicts a typical housetype. Specification on site may differ. We reserve the right to refuse a part exchange, terms and Conditions Can be found at WWW.bellway.CO.uk 


if 


only I could find 
a cash buyer for 
my home. 

You can now. 


Barcham Green, Loose, Maidstone ME 15 9FX 

An exclusive development of 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes from £ 260,000 

CALL: 01622 749573. www.bellway.co.uk 

VISIT: Open daily, weekdays 10am-5pm, weekends 11am-5pm. 

Late night every Thursday until 7pm. Uv 


Bel I way 


4 easy steps to reduce 
the cost of moving* 


1. £500 towards your survey fee 2. £500 towards your solicitors fee 

3. £1000 discount on bespoke extras when you spend over £3000 

4. Free removals 


Sw 
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GET 


A 


great 


valuation wow 


orbit 


HOMES 



New Year, New Home, New You! 

Orbit Homes has a range of affordable homes in Kent including: 


Boleyn Court, 
Wood Street, 
Brompton 
ME7 5AT 

1 and 2 bedroom 
apartments 
available for sale 
on a New Build 
HomeBuy basis 
from £31,500 for 
a 30% share. 


Heronsbrook, 
Monkton Road, 
Minster 
CT12 4BG 

2 bedroom 
apartments and 

3 bedroom houses 
available for sale 
on a New Build 
HomeBuy basis 
from £36,000 for 
a 30% share. 


Holmewood Gardens, 
Rusthall, 

Tunbridge Wells 
TN4 8RP 

2 bedroom houses 
available for sale on 
a New Build HomeBuy 
basis from £81,375 
for a 35% share. 


Sutton Woods, 
off Sutton Road, 

Maidstone ME15 9DT 

1 and 2 bedroom apartments 
available for sale on a New Build 
HomeBuy basis from £30,000 
for a 25% share and from £476 
per month on Intermediate 
Rent. 2 and 3 bedroom houses 
available for sale on a New Build 
HomeBuy basis from £72,000 
for a 40% share. 




To arrange a viewing call our 
Sales Team on 01622 633241 
or email homes@orbit.org.uk 

Further details can be 
found on our website 

www.orbithomes.org.uk 


pjJSil building brighter futures... 

5fj C/ for people and communities 


Terms and conditions apply - ask for details. Orbit Homes (2020) Limited is a member of the 
Orbit Group Limited which is an exempt charity registered under the Industrial and Provident Societies Act 1965. 
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ACCOUNTANCY 

ADMINISTRATION, SECRETARIAL, PA 
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, ENVIRONMENT 
ART AND DESIGN 
CATERING, HOSPITALITY 
CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYORS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL CENTRE 
DOMESTIC 

EDUCATION, TEACHER, SCHOOL 
ENGINEERING, MANUFACTURING, UTILITIES 
ESTATE AGENCY, PROPERTY 


GRADUATE, TRAINEES 

HEALTH AND SAFETY, SECURITY, DEFENCE 

HR, RECRUITMENT 

INDUSTRIAL, WAREHOUSE, FACTORY 

IT, INTERNET, TELECOMS 

INSURANCE, BANKING, FINANCE 

LEGAL 

LEISURE, TOURISM, TRAVEL 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
MANAGEMENT, SENIOR POSITIONS 
MARKETING, ADVERTISING 


MOTOR TRADE, DRIVER 
NOT FOR PROFIT, CHARITIES 
NURSING, MEDICINE, CARE WORK 
OTHER 

PRINT, PACKAGING, DISTRIBUTION 
PR, MEDIA, JOURNALISM 
PUBLIC SECTOR, SOCIAL SERVICES 
RETAIL, WHOLESALE, SALES 
SCIENTIFIC AND PHARMACEUTICAL, 
RESEARCH 

TRANSPORT, LOGISTICS, AVIATION 
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Westlands Academies Trust 

The Westlands School 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1PF 

Following the success of the initiative to reduce the number of hours that a teacher 
has to spend covering for absent colleagues we require as soon as possible another 

LESSON SUPERVISOR 

This post is designed to provide supervision of classes in the absence of the subject 
teacher or form tutor. The job is not a teaching role but will require good classroom 
management skills as well as a confident personality, a good presence and excellent 
communication skills. 

Applicants should be well educated, preferably to further education level, and have 
experience of giving support in the classroom, preferably as a Teaching Assistant, 
although other qualifications and personal/work experiences will be taken into 
account. 

Employment will start after a one-week paid in-service training course. 

There will be a six-month probationary period. 

8.25am - 3.20pm with 1 hour unpaid breaks, term time only plus 1 staff training day 
and 25 days paid holiday a year, or as relevant to years of service in a similar post. 
Salary starting at £16,793 rising to £18,471 (pro-rata) 

(equal to £12,516 - depending on experience) 

Recruitment packs are available from the school or online. 

Please note, we cannot accept CVs without an application form. 

Closing date: Monday 24th January 2011 
The Westlands School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. 

This post is subject to an enhanced CRB check. 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Email: swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Headteacher: J Whitcombe MA 

Westlands Academies Trust Company No 7344732 
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RAISING ASPIRATIONS - DEVELOPING SKILLS - DELIVERING QUALITY 


SENIOR HR OFFICER 

An exciting and challenging new position is available for the post 
of Senior HR Officer. 

This person is required to lead the HR team in developing and 
delivering a comprehensive, high quality HR service for the 
college, which employs around 400 staff. 

Providing employment advice and guidance you will lead on poli¬ 
cies and procedures ensuring that best HR practice is in place. 

Salary: £34,817 

Closing date: 20th January 2011 

For further details and to apply online please visit our website www.thanet.ac.uk 
and click on ‘Vacancies’. Alternatively contact the FIR Office, Thanet College, 
Ramsgate Road, Broadstairs, Kent, CT10 1PN or telephone our application line for 
an application pack on (01843) 605052 

Promoting Equality Preventing Discrimination 


O 
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W 

Tm Spencer Wing 


The Spencer Wing is the independently owned and managed 22 bed private hospital situated on 
the QEQM Hospital site. We also have a 4 bed unit at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. 
The continuing growth of our business has resulted in vacancies 
for the following staff: 

Staff Nurse (Margate) 

Full and part-time positions available 
Closing date for applications - Monday 31st January 2011 
Qualifications 

Registered Nurse 1st Level 
Evidence of continual professional development 
ENB 998 Teaching and Assessing Course or equivalent (desirable) 

To discuss these opportunities or to arrange an informal visit, please contact 
Liz Justice - 01843 234555 Ext: 62207 
For job description and application form please contact: 

Jo Edwards, East Kent Medical Services Ltd, The Spencer Wing 
QEQM Hospital, Ramsgate Road, Margate, Kent CT9 4BG 
, Telephone: 01843 234556 Fax: 01843 296333 ^ ^ 

E-mail: jo.edwards@thespencerwing.com | | 

The Spencer Wing is an equal opportunity employer 
These positions are subject to a Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure check investor in people 
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COMMERCIAL MANAGER 

An experienced Commercial Manager is required to head 
up our team of estimators working as a specialist 
subcontractor in the social housing refurbishment sector. 

With contract values up to £6.5 million pa, candidates 
must be able to demonstrate expertise, flair and 
innovation in the preparation of Tenders, PQQ’s and 
managing and assisting in Partnering Submissions for 
RSL’s and Local Authorities as well as liaising closely with 
the commercial sales team and assisting with job cost 
feedback. 

Based at the company’s Head Office in Ramsgate, Kent, 
there will be a requirement for visits to sites and meetings 
with clients. Offered is a salary appropriate to your 
experience, together with contributory pension scheme. 

Please apply in writing to Mr Ron Twyman 
Planning Manager, 140 Newington Road, 

Ramsgate, Kent, CT12 6PP or 
e-mail ron@piperwindows.co.uk 



TEACHERS! 

& NURSERY NURSES 
GET A FLYING START 
WITH OUR EXCELLENT 
PAY RATES 

CALLUS! 01634 817575 

and team mom about our uraque 

loyafty scheme 




New Year, New Challenge! 


Due to continued growth, Family Homes are seeking a 

LETTINGS ADMINISTRATOR 

ideally with relevant lettings experience, excellent people and 
administrative skills are required as is the need to be able to 
work on own initiative. F/T or P/T to be discussed. 

Send your CV to: sunil.popat@virgin.net 


WEEKEND DOMESTIC ASSISTANT 

required 

to work in a residential home in 
Faversham for the elderly. 

9-2 pm. 

For further details please call 

01795 532629 between 10-4 pm 


& 


St>ohn 

AmbuUrc* 

ST JOHN HOME 

have a vacancy for a 

Trained Nurse 

for Friday Night Duty 

to join our team caring for 18 elderly people 

Excellent working environment and rates of pay. 

For application form phone Matron on 
01227273043 


Assistant Manager 

Required For Residential Care Home 

in Folkestone 

We are looking to recruit an enthusiastic 
and committed person. 

Must have minimum NVQ Level 3 qualification, 
and experience in caring for the elderly is 
essential. 

Please call Miss Julia Carter (Flome Manager) 
on 01303 254019 for further details or email CV to 
cumbriahouse@ashwoodhealthcare.co.uk 
Subject to satisfactory CRB Check 


f EDUCATION SENSE 
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Career opportunities at MidKent College 

MidKent College based in the Medway Towns and Maidstone are seeking to appoint an 
outstanding individual in the following area: 



The College is currently looking to recruit a dynamic and enthusiastic Lecturer in the Beauty 
Department to deliver high quality training and assessment procedures to full and part time 
learners. The applicants must have a relevant vocational/academic qualification and have or 
be willing to work towards a teaching qualification. Recent industry experience would be 
advantageous. 


CLOSING DATE: 12pm noon on Friday 21 January 2011 


MidKent College is working in partnership with RBLI Employment Solutions to support individuals who have a 
disability or health condition in the application, interview and employment with the college. If you would like 
any further information regarding RBLI, or require assistance with your application process then please 
contact RBLI on 0800 7831144 or visit their website www.rbli.co.uk for information, advice and guidance. 

The College is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all 
staff and volunteers to share this commitment. Any offer of employment is subject to a Criminal Records Bureau 
check in accordance with the College procedure. 


Application forms and further details are available from www.midkent.ac.uk. Alternatively, please e-mail 
job.applications@midkent.ac.uk. For individuals without access to e-mail or the internet please call the 
HR department on 01634 383102 (24 hour answer machine). In all communication with the College please quote the 
appropriate job title and reference number. 

MidKent College is an equal opportunities employer 

O <& 
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Night Carer 

required 

for residential care 
home in Rainham 
NVQ preferred 
2 nights per week 
Must be flexible 
For more information 
please contact Sue 
on 01634 263803 



SUPPORT WORKERS 

Required 

To assist in the provision of complete range of 
social, physical and personal care to adults with 
learning and physical disabilities, with the aim 
to enhance their independence in all areas. 

Position part-time. Varied hours. 

Own transport is necessary due to location 
For more information contact Sally Brooks 
Tel: 01795 886220 or email: 
ellenscourt@btconnect.com 

V ^ 


£chttSOHS 


Sales Assistants and 
Trainee Sales Assistants 

Vacancies in Sevenoaks, Maidstone and Whitstable 

Exciting direct sales opportunities with a major retailer of garden buildings in the 
South-East specialising in log cabins. Why not develop a new career with an 
expanding company in a growth sector selling this desirable and fashionable product. 
All applicants would preferably have English language and basic mathematics 
equivalent to GCSE grade level C or higher. Candidates will require a basic 
knowledge of construction techniques applicable in this market sector and have 
the strong communication skills essential for dealing with the general public. 

Basic IT and administrative skills beneficial. 

Some weekend work required, own transport essential. Full training provided to 
successful candidates. Between 30-48 hours per week. 

Trainee Sales Assistants circa £15,000 per annum, full-time Sales Assistants on target 
earnings of £25,000 per annum according to level. 

Please send CV with self-addressed envelope and detailed information on 
relevant experience to: 

Human Resources, Johnson’s Leisure Ltd, Old Thanet Way, Chestfield, Kent CT5 3JD. 
Or email sales@needextraspace.co.uk. 

Unfortunately telephone enquiries cannot be processed. 
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Find 

teaching 

jobs 

online 


Register your details 
and we'll email you 
daily with new jobs 
that match your 
selected criteria 

JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find 
a job in the County 

POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 
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The future of local media 

Be a part of an exciting and growing team developing our portfolio across Kent 


Media Sales Executives Field Based x2 

Full Time permanent Medway North Kent 
Full Time permanent West Kent 

KOS Media look for highly motivated people to create and sell multi-media 
solutions in our market leading portfolio including newspapers, magazines 
and digital sales. 

We believe and pride ourselves in good customer service, professional 
marketing solutions and excellent business relationships. We provide 
innovative ideas that will in return give our clients real value and response. 
Looking after and growing an existing customer base along with finding new 
business will form the basis of the job role. You will need to be a self 
motivated individual with sales experience, good communicator, tenacious 
and hard working to succeed in this environment. 


Telephone Sales Executives (Maternity Cover) 

Fixed term 12 months 

If you are highly driven, confident, a self motivated team player with good 
communication skills, who is able to work under pressure to deadlines and 
targets, in our fast paced and fun telesales department, then apply. 

You will be office based and working with an existing client base of 
advertisers where customer service is paramount, but you must also be able 
to search out new business to develop and grow your territory revenues and 
opportunities. 

We believe and pride ourselves in good customer service, professional 
marketing solutions and excellent business relationships. We provide 
innovative ideas that will in return give our clients real value and response. 
Media experience is not essential as full training will be given. 

We offer an excellent basic salary plus generous bonus scheme, ongoing 
training and career development, five weeks' annual leave, contributory 
pension and life assurance scheme (after qualifying period) and all the 
benefits of working for a large media organisation. 

Please apply in writing with your CV and covering letter in the 
first instance to: 

Ynez Coton, Commercial Director, 

ARCHANT KOS MEDIA 

Apple Barn, Hythe Rd, Smeeth, Ashford Kent.TN25 6SS 
Or email ynez.coton@kosmedia.co.uk 


Media Sales Executives (Business to Business) 

We have an opportunity for highly motivated people to create and 
sell multi-media solutions in our market-leading portfolio of 
newspapers and magazines. 

We're not looking for people to just take orders; we're looking for 
people who can provide first class solutions for our customers. 

We believe good customer service is at the heart of our success 
and we want to recruit people who can develop excellent business 
relationships and present effective and innovative ideas that will 
provide real value and response for our customers. 


Telephone Sales Executives x2 

You will play the key role in selling advertising across our market 
leading portfolio of newspapers, websites and mobile products. 
Candidates may possess a track record in telephone sales, 
combining excellent communication skills, tenacity and the ability to 
build relationships. 

Ultimately, we need an articulate and assured sales person with a 
structured and positive manner. 

Your might also be looking to enter media as a career within sale 
and this would be an excellent starting point. 

We offer an excellent basic salary plus generous bonus scheme, 
ongoing training and career development, five weeks' annual leave, 
contributory pension and life assurance scheme (after qualifying 
period) and all the benefits of working for a large media 
organisation. 

Please apply with your CV and covering letter in the 
first instance to: 

Christine Davidson, Commercial Director 
ARCHANT KOS MEDIA, 

Apple Barn, Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SS 
Or by email christine.davidson@kosmedia.co.uk 

ARCHANtI KOS MEDIA 


Flexi Day Care Assistants 

Required For Residential Care Home 

in Folkestone 

We are looking to recruit staff with 
relevant experience and a minimum of 
NVQ level 2. Experience caring for the 
elderly is essential. 

Please call Miss Julia Carter (Home Manager) 
on 01303 254019 for further details or email CV to 
cumbriahouse@ashwoodhealthcare.co.uk 
Subject to satisfactory CRB Check 


To advertise 
in this section 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

Notice is hereby given that Sudha Patel 
Of 156 High Street Gillingham Kent ME7 1AJ 

Has applied to Medway Council, Gun Wharf, Dock road 
Chatham Kent ME4 4TR for the VARIATION of an off 
license application 

Hours for sale of alcohol: Monday to Sunday 6am until 11pm 
For the premises Jerry News 

Situated at: 156 High Street Gillingham Kent ME7 1AJ 

Interested parties can make written representations to 
Medway Council Gun Wharf Dock Road Chatham ME4 4TR 
or view my application by contacting the Council on 01634 337 
107 or 01634 337 108 by 11th February 2011 

It is an offence to knowingly or recklessly to make a false 
statement in connection with a Licence Application and the 
maximum fine for which a person is liable on summary 
conviction is £5,000. 
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Receive a helping hand 
searching fora new job 


100s of Kent jobs updated daily 
online from Kent’s leading companies, 
from all sectors of industry 


KSa Jobs by email 

Be the first to receive the latest top Kent jobs. Register 
your details and we’ll email you daily with new jobs that 
match your search criteria. 

Company profiles 

Read about Kent’s leading companies, view their current 
job vacancies and contact them with your details. 

CY Checker and builder 

Use our tools and create a first class CV. See how good 
your CV is and take advantage of a free CV review. 



Register your details and we’ll 
email you daily with new jobs 
that match your search criteria 



View the latest vacancies with new 
Jobs posted daily, read full job 
descriptions and apply online. 

Take advantage of our online 
services and receive Jobs by Email, 
get professional advice, build your 
bespoke CV and read Company 
Profiles from the county’s leading 
recruiter's. 



JobsforKent.co.uk 

Here to help you find your next job 


% 


POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 
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yourlocal professionals 


Advertise your business on yourkenttv.co.uk - the Kent local search directory find out more about us and our products and services online 


TO ADVERTISE 0 Email us at 


classifiecK9kosmedia.co.uk 


Telephone us on 01303 817000 ^ Fax us on 01303 817001 


ADVERTISING 


ELECTRICIANS 


HANDYMAN 


PLASTERING / ARTEXING 




Your next customer 
could be reading 
about your 
business 

NOW! 


It 

Advertise today 

Call Jerry on 01303 817152 




Mercer Electrical 

NICEIC Registered 
From extra sockets to rewire 
Free estimates and advice 
No job too small 
25 years experience 
24 hour call-out 

Tel: 01634 684729 
Mob: 07917 366194 




,^ e Lor 

l andymarT® i '7 , 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Guttering ~ Shelving ~ Painting & Decorating 
Flat Pack Assembly ~ Laminated Flooring ~ Tiling 
Garden Maintenance ~ Lawn Mowing 
Hedge Trimming ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

\ j3all Clive: 07765 663322 y 


PLASTERING & RENDERING SERVICES 


> Skimming over • Render 

> Coving • Plaster Boarding 

> Dot and Dab • Screeding 

Fully Insured 


Daniel 

Home: 01634 687195 
Mobile: 07776107549 
www.plastering-and-rendering.co.uk 


CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 


FENCING 


MOTORING/SERVICES 


REMOVALS/STORAGE 



Professional 

Carpet & Upholitgry 

Cleaning 

• Speed drying of 3 piece 
suites available 

® 7 day service available 

• Covering Medway, Maidstone 
and Sheppey areas 

Gemini Cleaning Seruices 

ESTABLISHED 20 YEARS 

Call 01634 571579 


DRIVING TUITION 


PASS YOUR TEST! 


HEARN TO DRIVE WITH A-CHASS DRIVING SCHOOi 


A-C Lass Driving SchooE 

are trying to help keep the 
cost of learning to drive down. 

By giving you lots of great offers such as: 

First 3 lessons for £45. 
First 5 lessons for £75. 

Visit www.a-class.co.uk 

to view all of our amazing offers helping you save money. 


ALL AREAS COVERED 

* We have male and female 
instructors 

* We can teach you how to drive 

Manual or Automatic cars 

WE ALSO OFFER: 

★ Theory Training 

★ Pass Plus/Motorway Lessons 


Let us cater for all your driving needs. 
Don’t hesitate. Call us now 

0800 043 5006 

or TEXT LESSONS plus your name t(j 
80010 
for more information and a call back 



Terms & Conditions Apply 


iNCING 


Closeboard • Panel • Palisade 
Railings • Trellis • Pergolas 
Post & rail • Picket 
Chain link • Chestnut • Stock 
Gates • Concrete posts 
All types of fencing • 
Landscaping 

Maidstone: 07828 644439 
Folkestone: 01303 894532 
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FUNERAL SERVICES 


The co-operative funeralcare 


Our caring staff are here to listen and 
advise you, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

Chatham 65 High Street 

01634 844288 

Gillingham 2 Livingstone Buildings 

01634 850617 

Rainham 144 High Street 

01634 364970 

Strood 15 High Street 

01634 719555 I-1H 


To advertise in 
this section 

a 01303817150 



Of D CAR REPAIRS 

A “ADVANCED CAR DIAGNOSTIC 
\ FAULT FINDING” _ /I 

V V> 

LL ASPECTS OF VEHICL|V£ 

LECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKE^ 

We will cure almost any electrical, tuning or diagnostic fault 
with the latest technology. Diagnostics, Diesel Injector 
Testing & Programming, Key Fob Repairs and Programming, 
Blown Fuses, Wiring Loom Repairs, Convertible Roof Repairs, 
Exhaust Emission Testing to MoT standards, Immobiliser and 
Alarm Faults, Throttle Pedals, Air Conditioning Regassing 
and Leak finding with dye. 

ANY CAR REPAIRS UNDERTAKEN 


Car Batteries Bargain Prices! 


ENGINE MANAGEMENT WARNING LIGHTS 

ECU Repairs for ABS • Airbags • Engine Management BSI and Body Control 
Units • Wiper Motors • Head Lamp Bulbs • CD Players • Throttle Bodies 

• Service Lights • Heater Blowers • Alternators • Starter Motors • Code 
Reading • Batteries • Dashboard Repairs • Central Locking • Elec Windows 

• Lambda Sensors • Exhaust Cats • Coil Parts • Mass Airflow Sensors 

FIXED PRICE SERVICING 

We are specialist in FIXED PRICE SERVICING 
for ALL makes of cars and small vans. 

Approved Manufacturers parts used. 

Over 30 Years of Experience. 

All work GUARANTEED and carried out to the HIGHEST STANDARDS 
99% Diagnostic fault finding done with factory main software 

^01634 238777 Call Mick 07801 429527 
1 Hothfield Road, Rainham, Kent ME8 8BJ 
qcrrogers@hotmail.com 
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No job too small. 1 

DSS Welcome. 24 hour service. 

Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 
www.manvanandsam.co.uk 

01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 





WASTE SERVICES / SKIPS 


HUMP IT AND DUMP IT 

Dogged by rubbish problems? 

We have got it licked! 


All your rubbish removed double quick 
More cost effective than a skip 

No loading - no fuss 87 % 

Just call us!! 2- RECYCLED j 

Ring for FREE Quotation 


07708 293745 01634 363008 

Licensed by EA part of LS Service Group Sponsor of The Dogs Trust 


MOTORING/SERVICES 


WINDOWS, DOORS 8t CONSERVATORIES 




Ace Detection 

Mobile Car Diagnostics 



• Bumper to 
bumper full 
diagnostic 

• All cars 
covered 


07591 426489 


ENHANCE YOUR HOME WITH 

EST 1986 



SSStS- 8SH* — 

01795 661616 


ONLINE TV 


r 


■\ 


online TV as it happens 


Watch the latest web TV sport news and actiot kentnews.co.uk 


FOOTBALL • CRICKET • RUGBY • TENNIS • BOXING • ATHLETICS • GOLF • HORSE RACING • SNOOKER • MOTORSPORT • CYCLING 

































































































(ms) Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


29 





For all the 
latest sport 
stories from 
your area, 
including: 

• Breaking sports news 

• Match reports 

• Reaction 

• Sports blogs 
•Videos 

• Comment 

• In-depth features 

kentnews.co.uk 





















































Not just a dry ski slope! 

We can offer so much more than you might think... 

From ski and snowboard lessons , to your child’s next 
birthday party or an office team-building away day With year- 
round fun on PERMASNOW, the UK’s longest toboggan ride, 
or even choose to go downhill on a sno-tube, our fully-trained 

instructors and staff put you first. 

Pop-in for coffee, lunch or apres-ski beers and we’ll show 
you how much fun you’ve been missing out on. 

chathamskislope. co. uk 

Capstone Road, Gillingham, 

5 minutes from J4 off the M2 


% f Q * 

E S*° 


01634 827979 
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Clubs 8 Parties d School Groups Corporate Functions 










your weekend guide to 
independent business 


O S 
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buy local • shop local • support local 
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your weekend guide to { 
independent business - 



buy local • shop local • support local 


Why the independent trader 
is more important than ever 



THIS is our fourth supplement 
celebrating some local success 
stories and finding out what’s 
in it for you, our readers. 

We discover that independent shops 
really do offer an something different to 
the chainstores that dominate our town 
centres, offering you an alternative and 
more varied way to spend your hard- 
earned money. 

Equally, we hope this supplement will 
inspire some of you to take the plunge and 
have a go at being independent yourself, 
recognising the customer benefits that can 
bring. 

So this is a small glimpse into the world of 
the independent trader, often operating local¬ 
ly, and offering a unique service. 

We live in difficult times financially, but 


there is no doubt that those who are success¬ 
ful recognise the importance of great cus¬ 
tomer service... and that’s where you can 
reap rewards. 


Page 4 

The heart of a good home is its fire and we meet 
one trader who has something special to offer 

Pages 4-5 

Nothing is more personal than having a tattoo 
where service and 'right first time' is paramount 

Page 5 

Learning a trade that will also help preserve the 
planet gets easier at this new Bromley Centre 


Page 6 

We meet the pub landlord and landlady who 
have earned an enviable reputation 

Pages 6-7 

Everyone who drives knows the value of a good 
mechanic and a garage that understands service 

Page 7 

Full English? How one garage looks after its cus¬ 
tomers early in the day as they wait for repairs 


ApolloBlinds 


Inspiring Ideas, 
Expertly 
Delivered 




Made to measure curtains & roman blinds 


Shutters open up a whole new world of 
stylish window dressing 


FREE quote • FREE measure • FREE home visit 


Call 01634 686868 


Unit 25 Revenge Road Chatham Kent ME5 8UD 


nimbus 


lighting 


Rochester 
Fireplaces 

139 High Street ME1 1EW 


Buy with confidence 

is it really cheaper buying online? 
we will compete favourable 
with online prices 

# Plus you get our service 
and Knowledge TRY US 
144 High Street, Rochester, Kent ME11ER 

01634 407724 

www.nimbuslighting.co.uk 




Full Fitting 
Service 
Log Burners 
• Gas Fires 


10 minutes down A2 

01634 408007 




1 








Creating your perfect Oasis. 


....take advantage of our 
NO VAT INCREASE prices 


/*r»j nijfci— 


■ PLUMBING AND 

1 

[free de 



FREE DELIVERY THROUGHOUT KENT 


182/184 Rainham Road, Chatham ME5 7EN 
Tel: 01634 572 162 Fax: 01634 856 344 

















































(ms) Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourmaidstone@kosmedia.co.uk 


Many benefits of 
modem windows 
are clear to see 


MANY may think the double glazing 
market must have reached satura¬ 
tion point. Most old properties that 
needed new frames 20 years ago will 
have had them changed by now 

But sales manager Dave Dawes at Fineline 
windows based in Strood says tighter environ¬ 
mental legislation means there is a still a 
demand for people replacing their windows. 

He said: “We had to respond with a much 
higher specification product. The thermal 
properties of windows have improved tremen¬ 
dously, with the advances that have been 
made in glass technology.” 

New UPVC window frames now have careful¬ 
ly designed chambers that trap more air, giving 
better insulation. The glass also has a metallic 
coating, which reflects the heat back into the 
home. This means a double-glazed window now 
has the same thermal performance as a triple- 
glazed product made 10 years ago. 

Mr Dawes said: “People are keen to upgrade, 
not just because they want better performing 
windows, they also want the newer, smarter 
designs. 


“Fashions change. People now really want to 
have windows that remain in keeping with the 
style of the building and how it was built. 

“Older double-glazed windows were very 
simple. Now we are capable of more elaborate 
designs that respond to the customer’s wishes 
and we can be much more flexible.” 

The company, that can trace its roots back to 
a joinery firm that started in 1942, also works 
for large clients such as councils, hospitals and 
housing associations. 

Their needs are different from private cus¬ 
tomers - they require low-maintenance win¬ 
dows that are good for their tenants and 
reduce decorating costs. 

Mr Dawes said: “Private clients have many 
reasons why they may want to come to us. It is 
very important that we respond to the cus¬ 
tomer’s requirements and really listen to what 
they want. 

“We concentrate on our core products and 
give our customers consistent quality.” 

Price is still a major factor in the market, but 
Fineline believes customers should be wary of 
phoenix-style companies that offer cheap prices, 
go bust and then set up in business again. 

Mr Dawes said: “This is something the busi- 



QUALITY PRODUCTS: Fineline's products are on display 
in their show area, and right, sales manager Dave Dawes 

ness has suffered from in the past. It does not 
give the customer long-term security.” 

Building regulations mean window compa¬ 
nies have had to clean up their act. 

Any reliable company should be a member of 
FENSA (The Fenestration Self-Assessment 
Scheme) to conform to building regulations. 
That means companies have to offer insur¬ 
ance-backed guarantees or at least make them 
available to customers. 

Mr Dawes said: “We give that free to every 
customer, as part of the package. Word of 
mouth is crucial. A lot of our business is 
obtained that way. 

We also have well established showroom 
sites where customers can see the products. 
We don’t have to do the hard sell, people come 
to us because of our reputation.” 

For more information go to www.fineline- 
windows.co.uk 







Cut energy bills with our 
genuine savings on Tricept 
‘A* Rated Windows! 



Window heat loss can account for up to 30% 
of the total heat loss from a house. 

Therefore, if you are considering the replacement of your windows and 
doors then you would be wise to ensure that your home is fitted with 
energy efficient PVCu products. 

Act now by installing Tricept Energy Efficient Windows and you will reduce 
the energy lost from your home and cut the cost of future heating bills. 


For more information call 
Fineline Windows, your local 
Tricept Approved Installers. 


FineLine 

Windows • Doors • Conservatories 


0800 449988 or visit www.finelinewindows.co.uk 


Newnham Court Shopping Village, Bearstead Road, Maidstone 
Polhill Garden Centre, London Rd, Badgers Mount, Sevenoaks 



adding a touch JKliailliw 
to your home wfg 


m 


wood stove 


Plus many more wood 
& multifuel stoves 

Site surveys and installations 




RAYBURN 




Introducing the Rayburn 600 
series the all in one central 
heating range cooker 


any Rayburn when you scrap 
ANY cooker or boiler 

Promo ends 25th March 2011 
Terms and Conditions apply 


G. C. Stevens & Son st “L 

01795 423758 www.gcstevens.co.uk Sittingbourne 
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Your comfort and warmth is 
the key to this family business 


A FIREPLACE is often the heart of a home, 
providing warmth and comfort and a central 
focal point to huddle around during cold, win- 
tery nights. 

So it’s appropriate The Fireplace in Sitting- 
bourne has earned a place at the heart of the 
community - having worked hard to build a 
reputation based on reliability and integrity. 

Owned by Steven Laskie and _ 

Alan Reynolds, this one-stop 
shop really is a family affair. 

While the men’s partners, 

Glynis and Sharon, look after 
the impressively well stocked 
shop on the Eurolink trading 
estate, the men are out and 
about, measuring-up, fitting and replacing 
fireplaces, boilers and heating systems. 

Since buying the firm six years ago the four 
have invested heavily in the business, nurtur¬ 
ing it to one of the best in the district. 

“As a company we pride ourselves on the 
quality of our work and our customer service 
and our customers are confident about us - 
that means a lot to us,” said Sharon. 'We are a 
family business and unlike the big companies 
we have a lot invested. So for us it’s very 
important our service level is next to none. 

“The relationship we have with our cus¬ 
tomers is paramount.” 

Sharon says this is borne out by the number 
of customers who keep returning and quantity 
of sales based on recommendations. 

“Unlike the bigger companies, the four of us 
know exactly what’s going on and what’s been 
sold at any given time - so we can provide a 
very personal service.” 

The Fireplace offers made-to-measure bespoke 
units supplying a wide range of surrounds in 



wood, marble, stone and cast iron. 

The company has an impressive showroom 
displaying leading national brands in sur¬ 
rounds and fires to suit all tastes and budgets 
- including Magiglow, Newman Fireplaces 
and Paramount Marble surrounds. 

Whether catering for new home installations 
or retro fitting, The Fireplace is able to match 
and create innovative solutions for any situa¬ 
tion whether in gas, electric or solid fuel. 

Home consultations are available for maxi¬ 
mum convenience and installations are car¬ 
ried out by Gas Safe registered engineers. 

The company is also equipped for boilers and 
central heating needs including installations, 
breakdowns and repairs. 

So with such high quality products and serv¬ 
ices supplied at competitive prices it really is 
worth giving this family-run firm a try. 

• The Fireplace is based at 2 Castle Court, Castle Road, 
Eurolink Industrial Estate, Sittingbourne, ME10 3TG. You 
can telephone them on 01795 599 234 or email them at 
info@the-fireplace.net. Alternatively visit the website at 
www.the-fireplace.net for more details. 


Decorating your ov 


Tattooing may draw mixed reactions 
from people but when it comes to 
running a business and customer 
service, understanding the customer 
and getting it right first time is 
essential. Jill Hurst spoke with 
tattoo artist Sooze about her work 

A SCULPTOR from Teynham has 
joined the growing number of 
painters to diversify into the tat¬ 
too industry. 

Working under her creative 
name of Sooze, she has launched 
Extreme Voltage in London 
Road, placing her passion for 
art at the core of the business. 

She said: “My partner has 
run a tattoo business in 
Sittingbourne for many years and I’ve spent 
a lot of time there. I’ve always had an inter¬ 
est in tattoos but never thought of doing it 
until he suggested I set up on my own. 

“For me the artwork and the quality of the 
artwork are very important. Tattoos are no 
longer just about pre-made flash work. 
People want customised pieces. 

“So it’s essential for people to have a very 
clear idea of what they want and understand¬ 
ing the artist’s style is very important.” 

Sooze has an extensive portfolio including 
the work of one of her favourite artists - Gill 




NtW YEAR NEW YOU AI 

Andrea Antoniou 



Hair & Beauty Centre 


GOLDWELL 


itroductng the new topchic' arifcj 
coloBnce* range nf colours frorr 


retailincmpltiwell 

I it Txiuc:t WJ BBD t h 


professional styling 

£ It sf IHf I 1 | II JUb — 



CONFIRM YOUR 
FIRST IMPRESSIONS 

TAKE A TEST DRIVE 


FIAT PUNTO EVO 1.4 8v GP 3dr now with 
£1000 deposit contribution & Low Cost PCP 



(example) FIAT PUNTO EVO 1.4 GP 3dr 

On the road from £11595 

41 Monthly Inst £179 

FIAT Deposit 

Contribution £ 1000 

Opt Final Payment 

(inc opt fee £285) £ 3871 

Customer Deposit £ 179 

Credit Price £ 12389 

Balance to finance £10416 

3.2% Representative APR 


eu4§\*p J G Burgess and Company 

| Ufton Lane, Sittingbourne ME10 1JB 

Tel: 01795 423815 email: burgessfiat@aol.com 

Opening hours: 8.00 am - 6.00 pm Monday - Friday 
8.30 am - 4.00 pm Saturday 
Sunday - closed 

With Fiat i-deal you have the option to return the vehicle and not to pay the final payment, subject to the vehicle not having exceeded an agreed mileage 
(10,000 in this example) and being in good condition. Excess charges of 6p per mile may apply. Offer subject to status. A guarantee or indemnity may be 
required. Fiat Auto Financial Services, PO Box 108, Leeds LS27 OWU. Retail customers only. Not available in conjunction with any other offer. Terms and 
conditions apply. Offer applies to new vehicles registered by 31/3/2011. 
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personal canvas 



Elvgren, one of the most famous pin-up and 
glamour artists of the 20th century. 

She also specialises in work by fantasy 
artist Boris Vallejo and art nouveau painter 
Alphonse Mucha. 

Gil Elvgren (1914-80) was a classical 
American illustrator. While his career encom¬ 
passed many different fields of commercial 
art his fame is undoubtedly due to a series of 
pin-ups he painted over a period of 30 years 
for Brown and Bigelow, calendar publishers 
of St Paul, Minnesota. 

Alphonse Maria Mucha (1860-1939) is most 
often remembered for the role he played in 
shaping the aesthetics of French Art Nouveau. 

Bom in Lima, Pem, in 1941 Boris Vallejo 
attended the National School of Fine Arts in 
his native country before emigrating to the 
USA in 1964. He has since done a great vol¬ 
ume of work for the fantasy field. 

While more and more artists are trying 
their hand at the profession Sooze cautions 
it’s not an easily transferable skill. 

“You can have an excellent artist but their 
skills aren’t always translated onto the skin 
- it’s a very different canvas.” 

Sooze says anyone considering a tattoo 
should do their homework before rushing in. 
“Look at the tattooist’s work and check out 
their reputation. Make sure they’ve been 
trained under proper supervision. 

‘You must also make sure they have all the 
correct health and safety requirements in 
place, including health and hygiene, sterilisa¬ 
tion and the correct equipment.” 

• Extreme Voltage is a contemporary studio offering a 
range of modern facilities. It is open Monday to Friday 
from 11.30am to 6pm and Saturdays from 10.30am to 
6pm. Call Sooze on 07786 569752 for more details. 


v 



Giving you the skills to go green 


A NEW state-of-the-art Green Technologies 
Centre has been opened by Ableskills Ltd. 

Just two months old, the centre is already 
helping to boost emplyment opportunities 
in the renewable energy sector. 

It is part of a joined up approach, working 
with large companies such as Mitsubishi, 
Polypipe, Domus and Heating Plumbing 
Supplies (HPS) to try and encourage 
growth in the renewable jobs market for the 
south east. 

Customers receive the best training and 
aftercare to ensure their own success and a 
positive experience for people installing 
green technologies on to their properties. 

Ableskills Ltd has been trading for sever¬ 
al years and has become one of the largest 
private training companies in the UK, with 
over 150 people going through different 
training programmes each week. 


This is a real success story for the region 
and encourages more people to set up busi¬ 
ness and work to become successful in their 
own right. 

The company has built up a superb repu¬ 
tation for training people in all disciplines 
of construction, from bricklaying, plastering 
through to electrics and plumbing and can 
push green opportunities further with this 
new centre and an investment approaching 
£1 million, 

Jed Smith, from Ableskills, said: “We are 
ideally set to increase the skills in the south 
east, offer a route to employment or busi¬ 
ness start up and provide specific qualifica¬ 
tions across a range of green technologies.” 

These include solar thermal, heat recov¬ 
ery systems, underfloor heating and rain¬ 
water harvesting. 

• See www.ableskills.co.uk for more details. 


exceptional italian tiles... 



Vi'f# 


...at affordable prices 
from our own factories 


STILE OUTLE 


Unit 2, Cuxton Road, Strood, Kent ME2 2BT 

01634 710188 

www.italianstile.co.uk 
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• Multifuel, Woodburning and Gas Si oygsi 

• Electric, Gas and Solid Fuel Fires 

• Marble, Wood & Stone Fire Surrounds 

• Gas Fire & Boiler 
Servicing 

• Installation of 


Surrounds, Gas Fires 
and Multifuel Stoves 


6 THE 
FIREPLACE 


2 Castle Court, Castle Road, 
Eurolink Industrial Estate, 
Sittingbourne 


Mon-Fri 9am-4pm Sat 10am-4pm 

01795 599234 
www.the-fireplace.net 



Show 
site also at 

Bredgar Farm 
Shop 
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Pop in for a pint and a 
chat at friendly local 


Famiy firm aims 

Every good garage knows that if you treat a customer well, they will 
keep coming back, and for the driver, finding the right garage is one of 
the most important decisions they can make. 

Malcolm Triggs meets one of the most successful local garages in Kent 
to discover some of the its success secrets. 


PART of the attraction of a pint at ‘the local’ 
used to be a chat with ‘mine host’, inevitably 
someone who had seen life and could be relied 
on to tell a good tale or two. 

That scenario is harder to find these days as 
theme pubs and national chains with profes¬ 
sional managers have increasingly replaced 
traditional landlords, but there are still 
corners of the Kentish countryside 
where a true local can still be found. 

One of those quintessential 
English pubs is the World’s Wonder 
at Warehome, where John Roberts 
and his wife Kathy have put down 
roots after busy careers that have 
taken them as far afield as Dubai. 

When it comes to a chat over a 
pint, John can drop more names 
and share more experiences than 
most, having rubbed shoulders 
with royalty as well as with The 
Who, the Rolling Stones, Elton John, 

Pink Floyd and Roxy Music. 

The World’s Wonder, which is on the 
Kenardington Road, also distinguishes itself 
by focusing on freshly-prepared meals using 
locally-sourced, free-range produce. 

‘We cook and prepare all the meals on the 
premises and we never serve packet foods or 
pre-packed meals,” explained John. “Our busi¬ 
ness model demands a chef, not a cook, and we 
are delighted to have Ian Williamson working 
in that role to help us prove that the World’s 
Wonder is ‘where meals are to dine for’.” 

John left school in 1966 to join the Navy as a 
radio mechanic in the Fleet Air Arm and left 
four years later to work for an electronic busi¬ 


ness machine company producing early ver¬ 
sions of modem desktop calculators. 

He then joined a company called 
Electrosonic, an industry leader in lighting 
control, audio and audiovisual systems. 

The company boasted a top-flight client list, 
and it was as field service engineer that John 
met members of the royal family as well 
as a huge number of celebrities. 

The company also introduced John 
to the world of microprocessor con¬ 
trol systems which was to see him 
travel to Dubai as an electronic 
systems specialist in 1982. 

Made redundant for the first 
time in the early 90, John began 
writing bespoke software for 
SCA, but when redundancy 
loomed again 10 years later, John 
decided it was time to pursue his 
ambition and set up a pub. 

“Kathy and I decided that we 
would move to a beautiful part of 
Kent and set up a really great pub sell¬ 
ing good beer and fine local food.” 

The couple have worked hard to ensure the 
popular gastro-pub has delivered on its prom¬ 
ise of freshly-prepared meals using quality 
local ingredients, and events such as pudding 
nights, gourmet nights and game nights 
ensure a steady flow of customers. 

The pub also plays an active part in the com¬ 
munity, with John taking on the role of Father 
Christmas at the local school as well as sup¬ 
porting local events. The pub has a website at 
www.worldswonder.co.uk and can be contact¬ 
ed on 01233 732431. 


WHILE personal service from an 
established family business is 
often seen as the holy grail of our 
modem, pre-packed lives, there 
are times when things have to 
move on. 

Ashford-based D&D Autos spent 25 years 
building up a loyal fan base as an independ¬ 
ent, family-run garage on the outskirts of 
Ashford town centre, before moving to a pur¬ 
pose built unit on an industrial park. 

The move from Victoria Road to a smart, 
sleek and very new-looking building in Moat 
Way, on Orbital Park, could have been seen as 
giving in to modem ways, but by keeping cus¬ 
tomer service at the core of the D&D Autos 
offer, Derek Pestridge and his team made 
sure it was quickly seen as a huge success. 

It was a move that allowed D&D Autos to 
leave a jumble of different premises in an 
area where parking was a problem, facilities 
for customers were challenging and there 
simply wasn’t enough space to offer more 
services. 

Now based on the prestige Orbital Park, 
D&D Autos can offer a wider range of servic¬ 


es while providing much better surroundings 
for customers, as well as the workforce - and 
all without sacrificing the tiniest bit of the 
local customer service that has set them 
apart since 1983. 

D&D Autos services, repairs and carries out 
MOT tests on all popular makes of cars, and 
specialises in VW, Audi, Seat and Skoda. 

As a family-mn business, D&D Autos is 
quick to respond to local needs, which is why 
the garage is currently offering a winter 
health check that covers everything from 
coolant and brake fluid levels to anti-freeze 
strength, tyres, exhaust system and a visual 
check on brake pads and discs. 

The free service takes just 30 minutes, 
which can be spent enjoying a cup of tea or 
coffee in the comfortable reception area. 

The improved services on offer following 
the move to Orbital Park also resulted in 
D&D Autos winning Ashford Invicta 
Chamber’s award for Excellence in Customer 
Service 2010, as well as picking up a Highly 
Commended award in the flagship Business 
of the Year category. 

D&D Autos also offers computerised four- 
wheel alignment that could prove vital to 
anyone who has driven on Kent’s pothole- 
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You may lose 
TV services on 
26 January 

If you have a Freeview TV or box and are missing 
channels you may have to re-tune to get them back 

Brittain & Hobbs can help, call us for further details 
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Brittain & Hobbs, 6 Roman Square, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 4BJ 
22-24 High Street, Sheerness, Kent ME12 1NL 

Telephone: 0800 0273500 

www.brittain-hobbs.co.uk 
Family run business with friendly staff 
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to keep you on the road 

crazed roads following the recent weeks of 
ice, snow and sub-zero temperatures. 

Only the most careful or the luckiest driv¬ 
ers will have avoided all those potholes, 
which makes checking their wheel alignment 
a necessity for virtually all the county’s driv¬ 
ers. 

Correct wheel alignment is critical to safe 
driving, as well as making tyres last longer, 
reducing fuel consumption, improving han¬ 
dling and improving the driving experience. 

Modem suspension systems are complex, 
and the only way to check the alignment of 
all four wheels properly is to use modem, 
high-tech kit of the kind to be found at the 
new Moat Way premises of D&D Autos. 

It’s another new service that the garage 
couldn’t offer from the older, cramped prem¬ 
ises, but can now deliver to all its loyal cus¬ 
tomers as well as to increasing numbers of 
new ones. 

‘We just couldn’t provide either the quality 
or the choice of services we wanted to offer 
when we were based in Victoria Road, and 
when I couldn’t find anything suitable in the 
town we took the plunge and designed our 
own building in Moat Way,” explained Derek 
Pestridge. 

“It has given us the space and facilities we 
needed to provide our service across a wider 
range of activities,” he said. 

Contact D&D Autos on 01233 504765 or 
email info@ddautosashford.co.uk. 


WORKING TOGETHER: From left, workshop 
manager Matthew Pestridge, business owner Derek Pestridge 
and customer service manager Richard Pestridge, of D&D 
Autos, outside the firm's new base in Moat Way on Orbital 
Park, Ashford. 



Early birds get 
free breakfast 

TWO Sittingbourne businesses have 
joined forces to provide early morning 
workers with the most important meal of 
the day. 

JCB Volkswagen Van Centre and 
Sittingbourne Cafe launched a tempo¬ 
rary customer service initiative in 2009 
to provide JCB’s service customers with a 
breakfast voucher while their vehicle was 
being worked on. 

But after more than 1,000 people used 
the ‘early bird’ service in the first year, it’s 
now being introduced permanently. 

Matt Rochester, aftersales manager at 
JCB Sittingbourne Van Centre, said: 
“Every month, nearly 100 service cus¬ 
tomers come to our St Michael’s Road site 
enjoy a breakfast at the Sittingbourne 
Cafe while they wait for work to be car¬ 
ried out on their vehicle. 

“The phenomenal success of the early 
bird initiative has taken us all by sur¬ 
prise and we’ve now decided to make it 
permanent. 

“We introduced it for customers who 
need to be on the road early and we’re 
delighted with the positive feedback.” 

Steve Beard, from Chatham-based 
Rainham Refrigeration, said: “It’s a fan¬ 
tastic idea and means our vans are serv¬ 
iced without any impact on the working 
day. “The food is great and we’ll be using 
this service every time our vehicles serv¬ 
iced or in for an MOT.” 

Matt added: “JCB’s service department 
is open from 6am, but as the cafe opens at 
7am, customers can enjoy refreshments 
in our waiting area until breakfast is 
served.” 



EXPRESS SERVICE - PRICE BEATER 


BRONZE 

Express Service and MOT £99:99 

SILVER 

Express Service and MOT £149.99 

GOLD 

Express Service and MOT_£1 79.99 

Book a service and receive 10% discount | '\ 
on all repairs undertaken 

PLEASE ASK FOR DETAILS^^ \ 

Offers apply to most makesjarfd#models up to 2000cc petrol models 

Net work Q 

Used cars you can rely on 

www.networkq.co.uk 


Tel: 01795:4762, 
Fax::0179M7K 


Pomphreys of Sittingbourne Ltd 
London Road, Bapchild, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME9 9AQ 


Email: pomphreys.vauxhall@virgin.net 
Website: www.pomphreys.co.uk 
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* CALL US TODAY for more details 


John Childs & Associates have 
over thirty years experience as 
architectural planners and quality 
builders. 


We offer... 

• Full design service 

• Planning applications 

• Extensions 

• Loft conversions 

• New dwellings 


We've been building in the South ¥ u j 

East since 1975 with our own 
labour force, most employed for 
over 10 years. 

NEW BUILD? Enquire about our No Pass No Fee service! 


John Childs & Associates 
Station Approach 
Wateringbury 
Kent ME18 5EA 
Telephone: 01622 812868 

www.johnchilds.com 
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